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To : Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics
Committees Directorate, House of Commons, Parliament of Canada
Att: Miriam Burke, Clerk of the Committee ETHI@parl.gc.ca

Date: 22 February 2021
Dear Members of the Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics,

You have recently heard testimony from victims, advocates, experts, and attorneys regarding videotaped
rapes of women and children uploaded to MindGeek websites, and you have heard evidence that
MindGeek profited from video clips made of trafficked women. You have also heard about the nature of
the harms facilitated and monetized by MindGeek.

In this document, we offer the Standing Committee research evidence regarding pornography’s harms. Our
CVs are appended to this document. The harms we discuss in this document, result from business practices
that are exactly like MindGeek’s. In a recent peer-reviewed article, a survivor of porn which was like that
produced and disseminated on MindGeek said, “Women are not at all in control on a porn set,” she
explained. “The experience of being in porn was like being destroyed, run over, again and again.”’ The
violence against women and children that is perpetrated in pornography includes sexist verbal abuse, racist
verbal abuse, degradation, physical and sexual assault, and acts that are identical to torture as defined by
international legal conventions.”> While most of the research we summarize below was obtained via
interviews with adults, the harms described here are equally true for children, who are even more vulnerable
than legal adults.

Several studies suggest that at least half of all women in the sex trade® have had pornography made of them.
In research among people used in pornography, there was an overlap between porn and other prostitution:
23% of men and women porn actors reported having prostituted outside of porn production. Among the
women in porn, 27% had been in escort prostitution and 24% in strip-club prostitution in the last 3 months
alone.*

HARMS OF PORNOGRAPHY to WOMEN USED IN PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCTION

A 9-country study of 854 people in prostitution explored factors that might indicate what exactly it was
about prostitution that resulted in such high rates of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD).® Those women
whose sex buyers or pimps made pornography of their prostitution had significantly more severe symptoms
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of PTSD than did women who did not have porn made of them.® When women had pornography made of
them, it caused them even more hurt and distress than was caused by non-filmed prostitution.

Compared to women who were not in the sex trade, women in porn had significantly worse mental health
and more severe depression.” Women in pornography tend to abuse drugs, have surgeries or body
modifications, engage in risky sex, and are exposed to physical dangers during porn production.® Substance
use is one way to cope with the traumatic stress of porn production: 70% of porn actor s had used drugs in
the previous 3 months, including marijuana (59%), cocaine (20%), Xanax (19%) and ecstasy (18%).°

Childhood abuse and neglect, racism, poverty, lack of education, lack of sustainable employment, culturally
mainstreamed sexism - all of these oppressive forces channel, and when combined, coerce women into the
sex trade. Women’s economic desperation functions as coercion into pornography. '

CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE USUALLY PRECEDES PORN ENTRY

Women in porn are extremely likely to have been sexually abused as children. Among women in the
Russian sex trade who had been sexually abused as children, a third had also been filmed in pornography
as children. And having entered the sex trade as a child made it four times more likely that she would be
filmed in porn.!! The traumatic stress caused by childhood sexual abuse results in mental health problems
which leave a persisting vulnerability to sex trade recruiters including porn recruiters. An abused and
frightened 15-year-old girl does not have the skills to outmaneuver a 26-year-old pimp who’s offering her
love, money and housing, and the promise that he’ll turn her into a pornstar.'?

RACISM

MindGeek and other pornographers have eroticized racism and monetized slavery in their video uploads,
which has been described as “the most openly racist mass-media genre in contemporary society.”!* West
deconstructed and critiqued the sexualized racism in porn that portrays Black women as promiscuous and
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unrapeable via films titled “Nappy Headed Hoes,” or “Ghetto Gaggers™ that portray white men’s gleeful
assaults and degradation of Black women.'* Pornpimps have catered to sex buyers’ racist demands for porn
that ridicules and exploits the political vulnerabilities of women of color.!®> The 8th Street Latinas website
advertised “See hot, brown and young Latinas that will do absolutely anything to get their citizenship!”'®

Anti-Asian racism increased during the COVID-19 pandemic, with politicians and sex buyers alike blaming
“the Chinese” for coronavirus. This pandemic racist behavior merges with the extensively documented
racism of porn viewers who stereotype Asian women as submissive, exotic, or newly immigrated, that is,
more vulnerable, a quality sought by sex buyers and porn viewers.!” PornHub, which distributes elaborately
articulated racist pornography, moved quickly to market anti-Asian racism during the COVID-19
pandemic.'® Racist pornography sells well; in May 2020, there were many hundreds of racist COVID-19
uploads to PornHub. PornHub’s coronavirus pornography fused xenophobia about Asians being ‘diseased’
or ‘foreign’ with fetishization of Asian women as compliant and hypersexual.'®

PIMPING & TRAFFICKING

Porn producers and distributors are frequently indistinguishable from other pimps and traffickers.
Pornpimps use the same well-known recruitment and control tactics of other pimps and traffickers (see
charges brought in GirlsDoPorn case, below). For example, they may establish mental control by alternating
lavish praise and degrading insults that are designed to keep women insecure, needy, and grateful for small
favors.

Pornography, such as that produced and distributed by MindGeek, advertises and facilitates trafficking.*
Pornographers can be understood as pimps or traffickers if they physically or mentally control women.
Much of the time, adult women in the sex trade — including women used in the production of pornography
- are under pimp control which is the same experience as being trafficked.>! Pornography meets the US
and Swedish legal definitions of trafficking if the pornographer recruits, entices, or obtains women for the
purpose of photographing a live commercial sex act. And that is precisely what pornographers do. For
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example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, a pimp recruited unemployed women for a job as ‘models’ at
his porn site.??

EXTREME HARMS OF PORNOGRAPHY ARE EVIDENT on MINDGEEK’S PORNHUB

Contrary to popular opinion, more extreme and more violent acts are perpetrated in pornography as
compared to other arms of the sex trade such as prostitution.”* Women in pornography are subjected to
double or triple anal penetration, fisting, and a porn actor moving his feces-contaminated penis from the
woman’s rectum directly to her mouth. This medically dangerous and psychologically humiliating ‘ass-to-
mouth’ porn was located in almost half (41%) of the pornography reviewed by Bridges and colleagues.
‘Ass-to-mouth’ porn is currently distributed on MindGeek’s PornHub.*

During porn production, many women experience fear, humiliation and physical pain that requires
dissociation to survive, as well as the additional knowledge that when the filming is over, a document of
that humiliation and abuse exists. Women in the sex trade usually plan to get in, obtain urgently needed
money, and get out as fast as they can. They do not want porn made of their prostitution with those images
circulating on the web where their children, future employers, friends, or future partners, might view them.
The pornography is infinite prostitution, a document of sexual exploitation and humiliation, the women’s
bodies exploited and masturbated over endlessly into the future as long as it generates profits to companies
like MindGeek.

Mia Khalifa was in the sex trade only four months and after escaping, was unable to get her film removed,
even though she requested that. You have heard similar testimony from other victims at the Committee’s
hearings. Khalifa remains traumatized by her experience. Like other women in porn, she was doxed, a form
of vigilantism intended to terrorize or intimidate women who are its targets. Doxing causes harm by
exposing women’s personal information like a home address and job location. Doxing permits porn fans
who are in reality misogynist trolls, to harass women in pornography. The men claim to be fans of specific
women in porn but if she sets limits or objects in any way, the fans become enraged. She is vilified, accused
of being a whore, with unprintable misogynist hate speech. Hiding behind their anonymity, obsessed porn
trolls have used facial recognition software to discover the identity of women in pornography and the details
of their lives. Khalifa explained that “porn star” became a fixed part of her identity even after she escaped
the sex trade. She felt trapped inside her own home, because if she went outside, men would act as if they
were entitled to “touch me in public because they felt like they knew me online.”%

Women sold online in webcam porn that is uploaded to MindGeek’s PornHub and similar sites encounter
“privacy breaches, potentially dangerous interactions with clients, and laws that are not designed to protect
them.”?® Many women express fear about the lack of privacy in online pornography, with some resigned to
what they have observed to be the inevitable privacy violations.?” Videos are often stolen from porn sites
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which lack security and confidentiality. Anyone can take a screenshot and then share it or resell it. In 2020,
1.5 TB of women’s pre-recorded videos and images were stolen and leaked from the UK porn site
OnlyFans.”® Women are often upset by pornpimps’ siphoning-off their earnings and refusing to remove
video clips when women demanded that?® There has been similar testimony before the Committee
regarding MindGeek’s refusal to remove videos when a woman or child demands that removal.

TORTURE IS DOCUMENTED IN THE PORNOGRAPHY DISTRIBUTED BY MINDGEEK

Because women in porn are coerced into smiling, their abuse or even their torture is dismissed because they
are seen (incorrectly) as having freely consented to it.’* Filmed torture and extreme humiliation sell well.
Specific acts in pornography are the same as those acts that define what torture is according to international
conventions: verbal sexual harassment, unwanted sex acts, sexual mocking, and physical sexual harassment
such as groping.’! Waterboarding is the theme in “Toilet Mouth Rape: I get my face flushed in the toilet
after forced to suck cock.”?

SOME LEGAL PROCEEDINGS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY HELD PORNOGRAPHERS LIKE
MINDGEEK ACCOUNTABLE

1. Glenn Marcus produced torture pornography. He psychologically coerced a woman to permit
pornography of her to be sold on his website Slavespace.com. She brought charges against Marcus who
was her pimp/pornographer/trafficker and torturer. At one point he stuffed a ball gag in her mouth, sewed
her mouth shut and hung her on a wall. Her attorneys used the following definition of his abuse in her
lawsuit: sex trafficking is coercing or selling a person into a situation of sexual exploitation, such as
prostitution or pornography. On March 5, 2007, pornographer Marcus was convicted of sex trafficking.
This legal decision reflects a deepening understanding of the ways in which pornography, prostitution, and
trafficking are the same for the person who is being sexually coerced and exploited for profit.*?

2. Twenty-two women were harmed by porn producers and distributors at a porn website, GirlsDoPorn.
The successful lawsuit demonstrated the potential for civil remedies for women exploited in the sex trade.
The recruiters at GirlsDoPorn published online ads for modeling jobs, which the 22 women responded to.
The women were lied to, pressured, tricked, deceived and coerced by three pornpimps to perform acts of
prostitution that were videotaped and uploaded to the Internet. They were promised that the film would
never be uploaded to the Internet and that their true identities would never be revealed. The women were
given several alcoholic drinks before they were pressured and coerced into signing consent forms that were
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confusing and fraudulent. The women arrived on the porn set, uninformed about demands the
pimp/producers would make. Sometimes after extensive travel, they were instructed by pornpimps to enact
prostitution or to leave without being paid. The 22 women brought the following civil charges against the
GirlsDoPorn pimps in USA: Intentional Misrepresentation, Fraudulent Concealment, False Promise, False
Imprisonment, Sexual Battery, Gender Violence, Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress,
Misappropriation of Name and Likeness, Negligence, Breach of Contract, Unlawful and Fraudulent
Business Practices. Criminal trafficking charges were later added to the civil charges against the
pornographers. The 22 women were awarded $13 million in damages against the website’s operators.*
One pimp fled to New Zealand, seeking to avoid extradition from a country where the sex trade is legal.

3. Three feminist organizations Osez le féminisme!, Mouvement du Nid, and Les Effrontées alerted French
authorities to rape, pimping, and torture of women by porn businessmen from the Jacquie et Michel website.
In a separate justice investigation, four porn producers or distributors have been charged with rape, pimping,
and human trafficking including Pascal OP of French Bukkake and Mat Hadix. Some charges against the
men also include money laundering, fraud, illegal employment, and “releasing/broadcasting recorded
images that are a violation of the integrity of the person.” As of October 2020, at least 5 victims of porn
production and distribution were involved in the ongoing legal investigations.*’
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Dr. Farley has practiced as a clinical psychologist for 50 years. She has articulated the harms of prostitution,
pornography, and trafficking as an expert witness in forensic evaluations. She has been categorized as a legal expert
on the effects of sexual violence against women and children, posttraumatic stress disorder, dissociation,
prostitution, and trafficking.

Melissa Farley has written 40 peer-reviewed articles on prostitution and trafficking, and 2 books, Prostitution,
Trafficking & Traumatic Stress (2004) and Prostitution and Trafficking in Nevada: Making the Connections (2007).
Her research has been used by governments in South Africa, Canada, France, Cambodia, New Zealand, Ghana,
Sweden, United Kingdom, and United States for education and policy development on prostitution and trafficking.
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