
  Justice Policy Journal, Spring, 2019 
Melissa Farley and Jacqueline M. Golding  

Arrest Histories of Men Who Buy Sex 
 

Arrest Histories of Men Who Buy Sex   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Melissa Farley 1 and Jacqueline M. Golding2  
Justice Policy Journal  Volume 16, Number 2 (Spring, 2019) 

© Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice 201, www.cjcj.org/jpj 

 

 

Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to compare sex buyers and non-sex-buyers' involvement in 
criminal activity. Sex buyers were more likely than non-sex buyers to commit felonies, 
misdemeanors, crimes associated with violence against women, substance abuse-related crimes, 
assaults, crimes with weapons, crimes against authority, to have been subject to a restraining 
order, and to have been charged with violence against women. Sex buyers who had more often 
bought sex had also been arrested more times, were more likely to have been charged with 
violence against women, and were more likely to have been subject to a restraining order than 
sex buyers who had less often bought sex. The findings are consistent with the Confluence 
Model of Sexual Aggression and with other studies of perpetrators of violence against women.  

 
Introduction 
This study contributes to a literature that seeks to increase understanding of the perpetrator 

attributes and contextual factors associated with violence against women.  Prostitution, a 
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gendered activity, is linked to high rates of interpersonal violence. In a review of more than a 

thousand studies, researchers found a high prevalence of violence against those in prostitution in 

many different settings, with a lifetime prevalence of any or combined violence in prostitution 

ranging from 45% to 75% (Deering et al., 2014). Half of a sample of Scottish women in 

prostitution had experienced violence such as being punched, kicked, or attempted rape, in the 

previous 6 months (Church, Henderson, Barnard, & Hart, 2001). An occupational survey noted 

that 99% of women in prostitution were victims of violence, and they had more frequent injuries 

“than workers in [those] occupations considered . . . most dangerous, like mining, forestry and 

fire fighting" (Brunschot, Sydie, & Krull, 2000). The homicide rate for women in prostitution 

(204 per 100,000) is many times higher than for male taxicab drivers (29 per 100,000) who are 

generally considered to be at high risk (Potterat et al., 2004). A review of homicides of women in 

street prostitution found that they were 60 to 100 times more likely to be murdered than women 

who were not prostituting (Salfati & James, 2008). 

 Despite this extraordinarily high incidence of violence, there are relatively few studies 

focusing on the perpetrators of violence against those in prostitution. An early clinical 

investigation of sex buyers noted that they had a tendency for immediate gratification combined 

with a low frustration tolerance, which often led them to criminality (Gibbens & Silberman, 

1960).  Fifty-four years later, in a review that searched for correlates of violence against sex 

workers, Deering et al. (2014) noted a persistent lack of information regarding the source of 

violence against the prostituted. In this article, we will review some of what is known about the 

nature of violent behaviors committed against women in prostitution, as well as individual and 

cultural attitudes supportive of that violence. Our focus here is on the delinquency or criminality 

of the understudied sex buyer.   

Theoretical Framework 

 We use an empirically-based theoretical model for prediction of sexual violence, the 

multifactorial Confluence Model of Sexual Aggression (Malamuth & Hald, 2017), to predict an 

association between buying sex and criminal behavior other than soliciting prostitution. The 

Confluence Model of Sexual Aggression empirically accounts for the complex interrelationship 

among factors that produce violence against women and has become “the most commonly used 

etiologic model of sexual aggression in nonincarcerated populations" (LeBreton, Baysinger, M., 

Abbey, A., & Jacques-Tiura, 2013, p.  817). When compared to 11 other measures the 
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Confluence Model has been a superior predictor of sexual aggression (Murnen, Wright, & 

Kaluzny, 2002).  

 An antisocial orientation mediates two attributes that contribute to the likelihood of sexual 

aggression in the Confluence Model:  hostile masculine self-identification and a preference for 

impersonal sex (Bramsen et al., 2013; LeBreton et al., 2013; Malamuth & Pitpitan, 2007; Vega 

& Malamuth, 2007). Hostile masculinity is a personality profile combining a hostile-distrustful 

orientation with attitudes supporting aggression against women such as rape myth acceptance, 

and also sexual gratification via the domination of women.  Other predictors of sexual aggression 

in the Confluence Model include pornography use and alcohol consumption (Abbey, Jacques-

Tiura, & LeBreton, 2011; Abbey, Wegner, Woerner, Pegram, & Pierce, 2014).  

 The Confluence Model is applicable to buying sex if prostitution is understood as impersonal 

sex and/or violence against women, and/or if sex buyers engage in more sexual aggression than 

do non-sex-buyers. The research described below demonstrates links between buying sex and 

attitudes supportive of sexual aggression and also links among buying sex, rape, and other 

criminality.  

 Pornography use has been associated with sexual aggression (Carr & VanDeusen, 2004; 

Stotzer & MacCartney, 2016; Vega & Malamuth, 2007). Pornography use has also been 

associated with buying sex in a study of 110 Scottish sex buyers. The most frequent pornography 

users were also the most frequent users of women in prostitution (Farley, Macleod, Anderson, & 

Golding, 2011). 

 Alcohol use has been associated with sexual assault in a number of cross-sectional studies 

(Abbey, Wegner, Woerner, & Pierce, 2014) and is an additional factor contributing to the 

prediction of sexual aggression in the Confluence Model. Alcohol consumption is strongly 

connected with the impersonal sex factor of the Confluence Model (Abbey, Jacques-Tiura, & 

LeBreton, 2011). 

Buying Sex and Attitudes Supportive of Sexual Aggression 

 Rape myth acceptance measures rape tolerant attitudes and also attitudes of entitlement to 

and likelihood of sexual aggression. It is assessed via response to items that justify rape, for 

example, "women say no but mean yes," "dressing provocatively causes rape," "women lie about 

having been raped." A number of studies found a strong link between rape-tolerant attitudes and 

sexual aggression (Bohner, Jarvis, Eyssel, & Siebler, 2005; Chapleau & Oswald, 2010; 
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Malamuth, Hald, & Koss, 2012; Stotzer & MacCartney, 2016). Arrested sex buyers who most 

often purchased prostitutes strongly endorsed rape myths (Monto & Hotaling, 1998). Schmidt 

(2003) found that college-aged men who used women in prostitution reported having committed 

more sexually coercive behaviors than men who had not used women in prostitution. Support for 

Schmidt's (2003) findings is found in similar results from Farley et al., (2015) and in Kinnell’s 

(2008) observation that many men who buy sex believe that “buying sex entitles them to do 

anything they want” or that paying “gave them the right to inflict any kind of assault they chose.”  

 Violence against women has been associated with attitudes that promote men’s beliefs that 

they are entitled to sexual access to women, that they are superior to women, and that they have 

license for sexual aggression (Koss et al., 1994; Koss & Cleveland, 1997). Sex buyers had higher 

levels of attitudes known to be associated with sexual aggression: a greater self-reported 

likelihood to rape, a stronger preference for impersonal sex, greater hostile masculinity, and less 

empathy for prostituted women (Farley, Golding, Matthews, Malamuth, & Jarrett, 2015). The 

early cues described as warning signs for rape are behaviors also exhibited by sex buyers in other 

research: an attitude of sexual entitlement, unwanted touching, persistence, and social isolation 

(Senn et. al., 2015). There is a positive correlation between ever having bought sex and finding 

rape generally “appealing” (Sullivan & Simon, 1998).  

Buying Sex and Criminality 

 Buying sex has been linked to a range of antisocial behaviors such as theft, chronic lying, and 

vandalism (Lussier, Leclerc, Cale, & Proulx, 2007) and rape. In the United States, rapists were 

more likely than non-rapists to have a history of having bought sex (Lussier, et al., 2007). 

Among Korean sex offenders, buying sex was positively associated with committing sex crimes 

(Cho, 2018). In a multi-country study of violence against women, prostitution was consistently 

associated with intimate partner violence and strongly associated with non-partner rape (Fulu, 

Warner, Miedema, Jewkes, Roselli, & Lang, 2013). Men who had ever paid for sex were more 

likely to perpetrate rape than men who had not paid for sex in five samples of 1,000 men each in 

Chile, Croatia, India, Mexico, and Rwanda (Heilman, Herbert, & Paul-Gera, 2014). In 

comparable U.S. findings, Monto and McRee (2005) compared 1,672 men who had been 

arrested for using women in prostitution with men who had not used women in prostitution.  

Men who were either first time or repeat users of women in prostitution were more likely to have 

raped a woman than men who had never used women in prostitution.  
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 Men who ever used women in prostitution committed more sexually aggressive acts against 

non-prostitute partners than men who had not used women in prostitution (Farley et al., 2015).  

Men who more frequently used women in prostitution were more likely to have committed 

sexual aggression against non-prostitute partners than men who had less frequently used women 

in prostitution (Farley et al., 2011).  

Buying sex has also been associated with homicide (Potterat et al., 2004). In Canada and 

the UK, 62% to 65% of homicides of prostituted women were committed by sex buyers (Kinnell, 

2008; Lowman, 2000). In the United States, 57-100% of homicides of prostituted women were 

committed by sex buyers (Brewer, Dudek, et al., 2007). Brewer, Potterat and colleagues (2007) 

compared sex buyers who assaulted, raped, and/or killed prostituted women with men who had 

been arrested for soliciting prostitution but who had not assaulted, raped or killed women in 

prostitution, finding that the violent sex buyers were more likely to have a history of violent 

crimes, rape, and property offenses.  

  Police reports provide evidence for links between buying sex and other criminal activity. Of 

518 men who had been arrested for vice-related offenses (usually prostitution) during the 

previous two years, 12% had a criminal record (Brooks-Gordon, 2006).  Of 490 men arrested in 

2016-2017 for sex buying in Seattle/King County, Washington, 23% had a prior criminal record 

(V. Richey, personal communication, April 13, 2018).  Details of the types of crimes were not 

available in either of these data sets. Washington, D.C. police noted that a group of 54 arrested 

sex buyers were "among the District’s most active and violent criminals” who had previous 

arrests for armed kidnapping (3), assault (4), armed robbery (2), and unregistered gun possession 

(3), among others (York, 2003). Three of 21 arrested sex buyers in Massachusetts had "long and 

violent criminal histories, including kidnapping and assault" (Dart, 2015).  

The Present Study 

 There is a need for further research on the criminal history of those who Marttila (2008, 

p. 34) described as “the invisible subjects of the sex industry.”  We compared the criminal 

histories of men who had bought women in prostitution (sex buyers) with the criminal histories 

of an age-, ethnicity-, and education-matched sample of men who had not used women in 

prostitution (non-sex-buyers). Monto and McRee (2005) contrasted two theoretical formulations 

of the prototypical sex buyer. An everyman perspective imagines sex buyers as being no 

different from men in general. This perspective would predict no differences in criminal history 
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between sex buyers and men who do not buy sex. Monto and McRee (2005, p. 506) also describe 

the peculiar man perspective which theorizes that sex buyers  "... are characterized by social or 

personal deficiencies, or other distinctive qualities." We hypothesized that with respect to 

criminal behavior, the peculiar man perspective is more accurate and that the typical sex buyer is 

not everyman. Specifically:  

1. Based on evidence that sex buyers in prior studies were more likely to have raped, 

and also based on the Confluence Model’s prediction that an antisocial orientation  

increases the likelihood of sexual aggression via hostile masculinity and a preference 

for impersonal sex, we predict that sex buyers will be more likely than non-sex-

buyers to have a criminal history. If prostitution is not a form of sexual aggression, 

then the Confluence Model's theoretical formulation will not apply and there will be 

no difference between sex buyers and non-sex buyers in criminal history; 

2. If prostitution itself is a form of sexual aggression, as suggested by research on 

interpersonal violence that is linked to prostitution, then sex buyers will report a more 

extensive history of criminal behaviors, operationalized as a larger number of arrests, 

than non-sex-buyers. If prostitution is banal, and "just another job," then there will be 

no difference between the criminal histories of sex buyers and non-sex-buyers; 

3. If prostitution itself is a form of sexual aggression, then sex buyers’ criminal offenses 

will be more severe than those of non-sex-buyers (as operationalized by rates of self-

reported felony convictions).  If buying sex is normative male behavior, then there 

will be no difference between sex buyers and non-sex-buyers in the severity of the 

two groups’ criminal offenses. 

4. Given the connection between sexual assault and alcohol consumption, we predict 

that sex buyers will have a history of more alcohol- or drug- related crimes than non-

sex-buyers. 

Method 

Participants 

Recruitment. Respondents were recruited via newspaper (Boston Phoenix) and online 

(Craigslist) advertisements in Boston, MA seeking adult men (18 and older) for a research study 

of sexual attitudes and behaviors. The ads noted that the two-hour, face-to-face interviews were 
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confidential and offered a $45 honorarium. Interviews were conducted with 101 sex buyers and 

101 non-sex-buyers. Non-sex-buyers were matched to sex buyers’ age, ethnicity, and education. 

 Definitions.  Sex buyers were defined as those who acknowledged that they had bought sex 

from a person in prostitution, escort, sex worker, or massage parlor worker or had exchanged 

something of value (such as food, drugs, or shelter) for a sex act. Non-sex-buyers were men who 

had not bought a sex worker, massage sex worker, or escort, phone sex, or a lap dance; had not 

been to a strip club more than once in the past year; had not exchanged something of value for a 

sex act, and had not used pornography more than once in the past week. We consider 

pornography to be sexually exploitive and a form of prostitution; in practice, pornography is 

filmed prostitution and integral to the sex trade. From the perspective of the person in the sex 

trade, pornography is experienced as an act of prostitution. A survivor of prostitution 

explained, "Pornography is prostitution that is legalized as long as someone gets to take 

pictures." Because pornography use is commonplace, we were concerned that if we required no 

pornography use at all, there would be insufficient numbers of men to constitute our non-sex-

buyer group. Our decision to include men who used pornography once a week or less frequently 

was based on data from two studies of the prevalence of pornography use among college men. 

Among 595 men, 76% were using pornography on the Internet (N. Malamuth, personal 

communication, September 7, 2009), and in another study, 48% of 313 men aged 18-26 used 

pornography once a week or more often (Carroll et al., 2008).  

Sampling. We conducted phone screenings of 1247 men to select for the two groups (sex 

buyers and non-sex-buyers) and to match the two groups on age, ethnicity, and education. We 

matched participants on these attributes so that any group differences between sex buyers and 

non-sex-buyers could not be attributed to differences between our two groups in age, ethnicity, 
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or education. Brewer for example, found that the sex buyers they sampled were younger, more 

likely to be Black or Hispanic, and less educated than non-sex-buyers (Brewer, Potterat, et al., 

2007). We used guidelines from the Massachusetts Census to establish approximate size of 

ethnic groups (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000; Metro Boston Data Common, 2010) so that the sample 

would be as demographically representative as possible of the population from which it was 

drawn. Ethnicity was categorized as African American, Asian or Pacific Islander, Latino or 

Hispanic, Native American, White European American or Caucasian, or Multiracial, and 

collapsed to three categories for analysis because of small cell sizes: African American, 

European American, other. Our groups were matched within 5 years on age. We classified five 

levels of education: less than high school diploma or GED, high school diploma/GED, some 

college, college degree, graduate or professional degree. 

Participant characteristics. Mean age was 41 (range 20 - 75) for sex buyers and 40 

(range 18 - 77) for non-sex-buyers, t (199) = -0.067, p = .505. Median annual family income was 

about $40,000, with no significant difference between sex buyers and non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 

199) = 2.264, p = .132. About a third of each group had a college degree (32% of sex buyers, 

33% of non-sex-buyers), a third reported some college education without a degree (36% of sex 

buyers, 34% of non-sex-buyers) and about one-tenth indicated a graduate or professional degree 

(12% of non-sex-buyers and 11% of non-sex-buyers), χ2 (4, N = 200) = 0.500, p = .974. Slightly 

more than half of each group (56% of sex buyers, 58% of non-sex-buyers) were European 

American, about one-third were African American (32% of sex buyers, 31% of non-sex-buyers), 

and smaller proportions of the sample were Latino or Hispanic (6% of sex buyers, 4% of non-

sex-buyers), multiracial (4% of sex buyers, 6% of non-sex-buyers), Native American (2% of sex 
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buyers, 0% of non-sex-buyers), or Asian or Pacific Islander (0% of sex buyers, 1% of non-sex-

buyers), χ2 (2, N = 201) = 0.133, p = .936.  

A large majority of the men (89% of sex buyers and 93% of non-sex-buyers) identified as 

heterosexual, with fewer identifying as homosexual (4% of sex buyers and 3% of non-sex-

buyers) or bisexual (7% of sex buyers and 4% of non-sex-buyers). No respondents in either 

group identified as transgender. Sixty-one percent of sex buyers and 70% of non-sex-buyers 

currently had a wife or girlfriend, χ2 (1, N = 199) = 1.800, p = .180.  

Procedure  

 Interviewees, who were anonymous, provided informed consent and were given contact 

information for a social worker who was available in the event of distress. The research protocol 

received IRB approval from the Prostitution Research & Education Ethics Review Committee 

and by the Pacific Graduate School of Psychology Institutional Review Board. Other results 

from this study's database have been published previously (Farley et al., 2015). 

Measures  

We administered quantitative and qualitative measures as part of individual, face-to-face, 

structured interviews. This interview protocol has been used in previous studies of sex buyers 

(e.g. Farley et al., 2011).  

 Arrest history was assessed using the question, “Have you ever been arrested?” Those 

responding “yes” to this question were asked follow-up questions that included number of 

lifetime arrests (“If yes, how many times?”), type of charge (“What were you charged with?”), 

conviction history (“Have you been convicted?”), number of convictions (“How many times?”), 

type of misdemeanors (“If yes, what misdemeanors?"), and type of felonies (“If yes, what 

felonies?”). All of the men were asked, “Have you been charged with an act of violence against a 
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woman?” and “Have you had an court injunction / restraining order against you directing you to 

either stay away from someone or not be violent?”   

Men who reported any arrests were also asked about their history of arrests for buying 

women in prostitution (“Have you been arrested for soliciting a woman in prostitution?”). Men 

who responded “yes” to this item were asked about the location and outcome of the arrest.   

Results 

Arrest History    

 Sixty-three percent of the sex buyers had ever been arrested for any crime, compared to 47% 

of the non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 200) = 5.17, p = 0.023. Of the men who had ever been arrested, 

sex buyers averaged 11.66 arrests (SD = 19.97, range 0 - 120, median = 6, mode = 1), whereas 

non-sex-buyers had been arrested an average of 4.74 times (SD = 5.49, range 0 - 25, median = 2, 

mode = 1), t (101.25) = -2.63, p = .010.  

 Although conviction rates were comparable among sex buyers and non-sex-buyers who had 

ever been arrested (68% of sex buyers and 60% of non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 105) = 0.59, p = 

.443), there were other differences between the two groups.  Of the sex buyers, 32.7% had a 

history of either a felony or a misdemeanor, or both, compared to 14.9% of non-sex-buyers, χ2 

(1, N = 202) = 8.854, p = .0029. Twenty-two percent of the sex buyers had at least one felony 

conviction, compared to 8% of the non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 202) = 7.67, p = .006. Twenty-

three percent of the sex buyers had at least one misdemeanor conviction, compared to 10% of 

non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 202) = 6.12, p =.013. Twenty-four percent of sex buyers had been 

subject to a restraining order, compared to 9% of the non-sex-buyers, χ2 (1, N = 198) = 7.82, p = 

0.005. Fourteen percent of the sex buyers, in comparison to 4% of the non-sex-buyers, had a 

history of charges of violence against women, χ2 (1, N = 199) = 5.998, p = 0.014.  
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 While only 5% of the sex buyers reported having been arrested for solicitation of 

prostitution, they reported buying sex on many occasions. The sex buyers reported having used 

women in prostitution on average 54 times (n = 99, median = 12, mode = 1). Their total number 

of visits to women in prostitution ranged from once to 600 times. 

Arrest History and Frequency of Use of Women in Prostitution 

To evaluate the association of frequency of buying sex with criminal history we 

compared sex buyers in the highest tertile of frequency of buying sex (more than 30 times in 

their lifetime) with those who had bought sex fewer than 30 times. Sex buyers with a more 

extensive history of using women in prostitution (45.2%) were more likely than men with a less 

extensive history (14.8%) to have been subject to a restraining order, χ2 (1, N = 92) = 10.1357, p 

= 0.001 and were more likely to have been charged with crimes of violence against women, 

25.8% compared to 9.8%, χ2 (1, N = 92) = 4.0634, p = 0.0438. The more frequent sex buyers 

also had a higher mean number of lifetime arrests (16.7, SD = 26.1) than the less frequent sex 

buyers, (10.0, SD = 17.3), t(54) =  -2.44, p = 0.0182. There was no significant difference 

between the more and less frequent sex buyers in prevalence of any arrest history (66.7% of 

more frequent vs. 59.7% of less-frequent sex buyers, χ2 (1, N = 92) = 0.419, p = .517), history of 

felony arrest (22.6% of each group, χ2 (1, N = 93) = 0.000, p = 1.000), history of misdemeanor 

arrest (29.0% vs. 16.1%, χ2 (1, N = 93) = 1.848, p = .174), or history of conviction among sex 

buyers with an arrest history (72.2% vs. 73.7%), χ2 (1, N = 55) = 0.013, p = .908). 

Categories of Arrests 

 In descriptive analyses, we compared the types of crimes for which the men reported 

arrest. Sex buyers were more likely to report every category of crime except for robbery (see 

Table 1). Former Chief of the Special Victims Bureau of the Queens (New York) District 

Attorney's Office Alice Vachss noted that crimes such as impersonating a police officer or lewd 
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and lascivious behavior have been empirically linked to violence against women (A. Vachss, 

personal communication, 2011). None of the non-sex-buyers had committed a crime of violence 

against women or a crime that was associated by sex crime prosecutors with violence against 

women (VAWA), but there were six reports of these VAWA crimes among the 63 sex buyers 

who had ever been arrested (see Table 1). 

Table 1 

 
Crimes Committed by Sex Buyers and Non-Sex-Buyers 
 
Type of Crime Sex Buyers Non-Sex-Buyers 
 n = 63 n = 47 
 
Violence Against Women or Typically Associated with VAWA 
 Impersonating a police officer 1 0 
 Violating a restraining order 1 0 
 Indecent exposure – public urinating 1 0 
 Intimidating witnesses 1 0 
 Lewd and lascivious behavior 1 0 
 Destruction of property 1 0 
Total 6 0 
Assault 
 Assault and battery on police officer 2 1 
 Attempted murder 2 0 
 Assault and battery 6 2 
 Assault and battery with a weapon 2 1 
 Resisting arrest 1 0 
 Hit and run 1 0 
 Assault but charges were dropped 0 1 
 Shoplifting/fighting 0 1 
Total 14 6 
 
Weapons 
 Possession of a firearm  2 0 
 Carrying a concealed weapon 1 1 
Total 3 1 
Robbery 
 Conspiracy to commit a robbery 0 1 
 Armed robbery 0 0 
 Unarmed robbery 1 1 
 Robbery 1 0 
Total 2 2 
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Burglary 
 Breaking and entering 4 1 
Total 4 1 
 
 
Table 1, continued 
 
 
Type of Crime Sex Buyers Non-Sex-Buyers 
 n = 63 n = 47 
 
Property crimes 
 Shoplifting 2 0 
 Theft 1 0 
 Selling balloons without a permit 1 0 
 Larceny over $1,200 1 0 
 Fare evasion on the train 1 0 
 Breaking into safe deposit box 1 0 
 Larceny by check bouncing 0 1 
Total 7 1 
Crimes Against Authority - Crimes Defying Police/Parole Officer  
 Disobeying a police officer 1 0 
 Evading police 1 0 
 Parole violation 1 0 
Total 3 0 
  
Crimes Against Authority - Disorderly Conduct 
 Disorderly conduct 4 0 
 Drunk in public 3 0 
 Drinking in public 2 0 
 Open container 1 0 
 Camping in illegal area 0 1 
 Disturbing the peace 0 1 
Total 10 2 
 
Crimes Against Authority - Driving Infractions 
 Driver’s license suspended 1 1 
 Driving without a license 2 0 
Total 3 1 
 
Substance Abuse – Drug Sales 
 Possession with intent to distribute oxycontin 1 0 
 Possession with intent to distribute cocaine 1 0 
 Drug trafficking 1 0 
 Distribution – crack cocaine 2 0 
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 Distribution in school zone – drug trafficking 1 0 
Total 6 0 
  
 
 

 
Table 1, continued 
 
Type of Crime Sex Buyers Non-Sex-Buyers 
 n = 63 n = 47 
 
Substance Abuse – Driving Under the Influence/Dangerously 
 Drunk driving or DUI 5 1 
 Attempting to commit suicide – driving over 100 mph 1 0 
 Driving under influence of narcotics 1 0 
 Driving to endanger 0 1 
Total 7 2 
 
Substance Abuse – Drug Possession 
 Drug possession – cocaine 1 0 
 Drug possession – marijuana 4 2 
 Drug possession – heroin 1 0 
 Drug possession – oxycontin 1 0 
 Drug possession 2 2 
Total 9 4 
 
Substance Abuse - Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
 Possession of hypodermic needle 1 0 
 Possession of drug paraphernalia 1 0 
Total 2 0 

 

 

 The 101 sex buyers reported 30 arrests for substance-use-related crimes, an average of 0.30 

per respondent, most commonly possession of marijuana (n=4), driving under the influence 

(n=3), and drinking (n=3) or drunk (n=2) in public. In contrast, the 101 non-sex-buyers reported 

6 arrests for substance-use-related crimes, an average of 0.06 per respondent, with possession of 

marijuana (n=2) the most commonly reported of these crimes in this group. Although no formal 
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tests of statistical significance were possible because of the small numbers, substance-use-related 

crimes were five times more common among the sex buyers than the non-sex-buyers. 

Discussion 

 In a matched sample of 101 sex buyers and 101 men who chose not to buy sex, sex buyers 

reported having committed more crimes, including felonies, misdemeanors, crimes associated 

with violence against women, assaults, crimes with weapons, crimes against authority, 

burglaries, and substance abuse-related crimes. The only category of crime in which there was no 

difference between the groups was robbery. Our findings are consistent with Hypotheses 1, 2, 

and 3, which predicted that compared to non-sex-buyers, the sex buyers would be more likely to 

have a criminal history, would have a more extensive criminal history (i.e. more arrests), and 

would have a history of more severe offenses (i.e. more felonies). These hypotheses are 

consistent with other research documenting links between buying sex and a greater likelihood of 

other criminal history (Cho, 2018; Fulu et al., 2013; Heilman et al., 2014; Lussier et al., 2007; 

Monto & McRee, 2005). 

 The finding that sex buyers have engaged in more criminal acts than non-sex-buyers suggests 

a need for greater public and criminal justice system awareness of the violence that is endemic to 

the sex trade (Choi, Klein, Shin, & Lee, 2009; Deer, 2010; Farley et al., 2015; Hoigard & 

Finstad, 1986; MacKinnon, 2011; Potterat et al., 2004; Widom & Kuhns, 1996).    

 The Confluence Model (Malamuth & Hald, 2017) is an appropriate theoretical and empirical 

model once prostitution is understood as a form of violence against women, and/or if sex buyers 

engage in more sexual aggression than non-sex-buyers. Since the Confluence Model identifies 

impersonal sex as a risk factor for violence against women, to the extent that prostitution is itself 

impersonal sex, sex buyers are more likely to commit sexual aggression. Sex buyers' greater 
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criminality and more frequent receipt of charges of violence against women are consistent with 

the Confluence Model’s identification of an antisocial orientation as a risk factor for violence 

against women (Malamuth & Hald, 2017; Malamuth & Pitpitan, 2007). 

 Sex buyers interviewed in this study reported many undetected prostitution offenses.  

Skeptical of arrested sex buyers' allegations that they had not previously bought sex, Chicago 

law enforcement officers suggested that almost all arrested sex buyers had engaged in 

prostitution on numerous prior occasions (Alter, 2016). Lisak and Miller (2002) found that 

rapists also tend to be multiple offenders of undetected rapes.  

 Consistent with Hypothesis 4, sex buyers were more likely to have a history of substance-

use-related arrests than were non-sex-buyers. This finding is consistent with research 

documenting alcohol use as a risk factor for violence against women. 

Limitations of This Research 

It is possible that men who respond to advertisements requesting participation in research 

on sexual attitudes and behaviors may differ in unknown ways from the general population of 

men, including general populations of sex buyers. It is not possible to obtain a random sample of 

men who buy sex (Faugier & Cranfield, 1995; McKeganey & Barnard, 1996).  Given the 

logistical difficulties of obtaining a sample of men who buy sex who are representative of the 

general population of sex buyers, the present study’s sampling explores a different population 

from previous studies using samples of men who had been arrested for buying sex. This is 

important because we found that a majority of sex buyers had never been arrested for soliciting 

prostitution.  

The importance of including samples of non-arrested men in studies of sex buyers is 

highlighted by Monto and McRee (2005), who compared arrested sex buyers to a national 
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sample of men which included both sex buyers and non-sex-buyers.  In one analysis, the arrested 

sex buyers who responded to questions while in a police-sponsored program were less likely to 

report that they had ever forced a woman to have sex (i.e. rape) (0.9%) than were the men in the 

national sample (3.0%, p < .001; Table 1, p. 515, columns I and III). However, when Monto and  

McRee (2005) conducted a second set of analyses, separating the sex buyers and non-sex-buyers 

in the national sample, and comparing them to arrested sex buyers (Table 2, p. 520, columns I 

and II), a result consistent with findings in the present study emerged: within the national 

sample, the sex buyers (8.8%) were five times as likely as the non-sex buyers (1.7%) to report 

having coerced a woman to have sex, p < .001.  This analysis “presents the most useful and 

informative contrasts,” in Monto and McRee's words (2005, p. 521).  

Previous studies of sex buyers tended not to include comparison groups of 

demographically similar men who did not buy sex, thus precluding a contextual understanding of 

arrest rates (when no comparison groups were used). The lack of matched comparison in other 

studies may have permitted unmeasured potential group differences such as age, ethnicity, or 

educational level to influence results. The significant differences we found between the two 

groups of men in the present study could not have been caused by differences between sex 

buyers and non-sex-buyers in age, ethnicity, and/or educational level.   

All of the information collected in the present study was obtained by self-report. It is 

likely that both sex buyers and non-sex buyers attempted to some extent to appear socially 

desirable, a common response set on self-report measures (Crowne & Marlowe, 1964). We 

therefore assume that all responses in the study tended to minimize endorsements of socially 

undesirable phenomena such as criminal history. We assume with some confidence that the 

numbers reported in this study are likely to be underestimates.   
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Policy Implications  
 
 Deering et al. (2014) reviewed the quantitative and qualitative literature for "factors that 

shape risk for violence against sex workers." These factors included policy environments in 

which prostitution occurred, regardless of its legal status or physical location. Prostitution is a 

rape-facilitating environment.  "By classifying some women as justifiable recipients of unwanted 

sex, sexually aggressive men are given permission to view coercive actions against these women 

not as extreme and unacceptable but as part of and consistent with 'normal' male sexuality" (Koss 

& Cleveland, 1997, p. 9).  Further investigation of prostitution as a practice of socially 

sanctioned, paid-for sexual aggression is warranted. Even though prostitution is illegal in most of 

the United States, law enforcement practices often ignore the illegal behavior of men who buy 

adult women for sex. Flood & Pease (2009, p. 136) note that "criminal justice systems may have 

a negative influence on attitudes when they fail to respond appropriately to the victims and 

perpetrators of violence against women."  Instead of victim interrogations, it is more appropriate 

to interrogate sex buyers who often have extensive information about pimps, coercion, 

trafficking, and the harms of prostitution that could be useful to law enforcement personnel. 
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