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Dr. Farley has practiced as a clinical psychologist for 45 years. She brings that experience
to her consultations with agencies, governments, and advocates for prostituted and
trafficked women. She has articulated the harms of prostitution, pornography, and
trafficking as an expert witness in forensic evaluations. She has been categorized as a
legal expert on the effects of sexual violence against women and children, posttraumatic
stress disorder, dissociation, prostitution, and trafficking. In 2013 she received the
Innovative Demand Reduction Program award from Global Centurion/Norma Hotaling
Awards.

Melissa Farley has written 32 peer-reviewed articles on prostitution and trafficking, and 2
books, Prostitution, Trafficking & Traumatic Stress (2004) and Prostitution and
Trafficking in Nevada: Making the Connections (2007). Her research has been used by
governments in South Africa, Canada, France, Cambodia, New Zealand, Ghana, Sweden,
United Kingdom, and United States for education and policy development on prostitution
and trafficking.

Dr. Farley has spoken at and keynoted a number of conferences on the topic of
prostitution and trafficking. She has a wide range of experience in teaching and
consultation. Dr. Farley has provided consultation as an expert on the harm of
prostitution to the Medical Examining Board of the State of California, in 2002. She has
provided psychological evaluations of prostituted young women in California, Florida,
and Illinois. She conducted a forensic evaluation of a woman trafficked into the United
States from Asia. The civil case was settled. Dr. Farley is an associate scholar with the
Center for World Indigenous Studies, and has taught seminars on research for social
activism at CWIS in Yelapa, Mexico.

Dr. Farley is on the editorial board of the Journal of Psychological Trauma. She has
evaluated grant proposals for research on prostitution and trafficking for governmental
and nongovernmental agencies. Dr. Farley regularly reviews articles on the topic of
prostitution and trafficking for peer reviewed journals including AIDS Care, Australian
and New Zealand Journal of Criminology, British Medical Journal, Canadian Journal of
Criminal Justice, Child Abuse and Neglect, Feminism and Psychology, Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, Journal of
Primary Prevention, Journal of Trauma and Dissociation, Journal of Women, Politics &
Policy, International Social Work, Political Science Quarterly Review, Psychology of



Women Quarterly, Sex Roles, Criminal Justice and Behavior, Sex Roles, Social Science
and Medicine; Crime, Law, & Social Change: an International Journal; Violence against
Women; Western Journal of Nursing Research; Women and Criminal Justice; and
Women’s Studies International Forum.

At the nonprofit she founded 20 years ago, Dr. Farley addresses the connections between
the sex trade, on the one hand, and racism, sexism and poverty. The Prostitution
Research & Education website (http://www.prostitutionresearch.com) provides
information about trafficking, pornography, and prostitution, including a survivors' blog,
a list of agencies offering services to women who have been in prostitution, and news
about research and anti-trafficking policy. The PRE website receives approximately
40,000 page views per month. Advocates across the globe have used materials on the
website on behalf of women and children in prostitution. The site is contacted by
survivors of prostitution, students, teachers, government officials, criminal justice
personnel, social workers, legal advocates and nongovernmental agencies that are
developing services to women who have been prostituted or trafficked.

Dr. Farley collaborated in the 1990s with a team of researchers in northern California at
Kaiser Permanente who studied the long term effects of violence against women on
health and how that violence impacts preventive health care for women. Several peer-
reviewed publications resulted from this work.

Melissa Farley edited Prostitution, Trafficking & Traumatic Stress, 2004, a collection of 16
articles on these topics, published by Haworth Press. Farley is the senior author of the
chapter, Prostitution and Trafficking in 9 Countries: Update on Violence and Posttraumatic
Stress Disorder. This article has been distributed by the Trafficking in Persons Office of the
U.S. State Dept. She also contributed to two chapters in the book, Dissociation among
Women in Prostitution by Colin Ross, Melissa Farley, and Harvey Schwartz; and the
chapter Prostitution and Trafficking of Women and Children from Mexico to the United
States by Marisa B. Ugarte, Laura Zarate, and Melissa Farley.

Dr. Farley wrote Prostitution and Trafficking in Nevada: Making the Connections, 2007
following a 2-year research study in Nevada, sponsored by the Trafficking in Persons
Office of the U.S. Department of State. In addition to describing empirical findings
resulting from interviews with 45 women in the legal brothels, the book connects legal and
illegal prostitution, domestic and international trafficking, and sex trafficking with political
corruption and organized crime.
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