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2 Introduction

+DYH�\RX�HYHU�IRXQG�\RXUVHOI�JHWWLQJ�QRZKHUH� LQ�D�
GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�SURVWLWXWLRQ"�(YHU�IHOW�OLNH�\RX�ODFN�
DUJXPHQWV"�<RX
UH�QRW�DORQH�

� 'LVFXVVLRQV�DERXW�SURVWLWXWLRQ�WHQG�WR�VWLU�XS�VRPH�
VWURQJ� IHHOLQJV�� 0DQ\� ILQG� LW� D� KHDY\� WRSLF�� VLQFH�
SURVWLWXWLRQ�DIIHFWV�XV�DOO�SHUVRQDOO\�¤�LW�FRQFHUQV�RXU�
RZQ� VH[XDOLW\�� RXU� SHUFHSWLRQ� RI� RXUVHOYHV� DQG� RXU�
YLHZ�RI�RWKHUV��7KDW
V�ZK\�LW
V�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VXSSRUW�
HDFK�RWKHU�� ,I�ZH�KHOS�HDFK�RWKHU�� LW
V�HDVLHU�WR�ILQG�
DUJXPHQWV�

%PNNPO�BSHVNFOUT

,Q�WKLV�ERRNOHW��ZH�DWWHPSW�WR�JDWKHU�WKH�PRVW�FRP�
PRQ�DUJXPHQWV�RXW�RI�WKRVH�ZH�WHQG�WR�VHH�RXW�WKHUH��
DQG�ZH�KRSH�LW�FDQ�EH�RI�XVH�WR�\RX�ZKHQ�\RX
UH�RXW�
GLVFXVVLQJ��%XW�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�\RX
UH�DOZD\V�HQWLWOHG�
WR�\RXU�RZQ�RSLQLRQ�¤�HYHQ�ZKHQ�\RX
UH�VWXPSHG�IRU�
ZRUGV�

� $OVR�� GRQ
W� WKLQN� \RX� KDYH� WR� §ZLQ§� D� GLVFXVVLRQ��
0RVW� SHRSOH� ZRQ
W� EH� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� ZD\�� 8VXDOO\��
VHYHUDO� GLVFXVVLRQV� DUH� QHHGHG�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WLPH� WR�
WKLQN�RYHU�RWKHU�SHRSOH
V�DUJXPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�URXQGV��
EHIRUH�ZH�FKDQJH�RXU�PLQGV�DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ�

� 7KDW
V�ZK\�LW
V�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KDYH�DOO�WKHVH�VKRUW�
GLVFXVVLRQV�LQ�RXU�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��6R�JRRG�OXFN��DQG�
GRQ
W�JLYH�XS�
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Speaking of
QSPTUJUVUJPO

ex trade is nothing new. It's a part of all sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse, especially that of women 
and children, that  has occurred all throughout 

history. But sex trade has also changed, as all com-
merce has changed. As everything else has been 
industrialized, so has sex trade become an industry 
– a worldwide billion dollar industry; partially legal, 
but o!en run by criminal organizations.
 Today sex trade is one of the largest and most prof-
itable industries in the world. It includes street pros-
titution, brothels, ”massage parlors”, strip clubs, 
human tra"cking for sexual purposes, phone sex, 
child and adult pornography, mail order brides and 
sex tourism – just to mention a few of the most com-
mon examples.

1QQSFTTJPO�PG�XPNFO

#is is good to keep in mind when we see how celeb-
rity prostitution glamorizers describe prostitution as 
something sexually ”liberated” or even as ”women's 
right to do what they want with their own bodies” – 
in magazines, TV, and on the Internet.
 #ese prostitution glamorizers o!en talk about 
prostitution as if it only concerns one particular 
woman and one particular man right at that particu-
lar moment, as if they were isolated from everything 
and everyone else – as if prostitution happens in a 
vacuum, una$ected by society's gender norms and 
gender power structures. #ey don't see, or they don't 
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* We choose to say that someone is ”being prostituted” instead of 
is ”a prostitute”, because prostitution is sexual abuse being in-
!icted on somebody, not a personal identity for the victim.
** Johns is an American slang term for prostitution buyers.

want to see, that prostitution is about sexualization of 
power. Power based on gender, power based on class, 
power based on ethnicity.
 Prostitution exists, as does everything else, in a 
context. In turn, prostitution also a$ects society – 
especially society's view of gender.

#�QVSJUBOJDBM�TFYVBM�USBEJUJPO

Prostitution has its origins in a puritanical sexual tra-
dition, where only men's sexuality counted. #e wife, 
as well as ”the whore”, was supposed to be at the dis-
posal of the heterosexual male.
 #e prerequisite of prostitution is the expectation 
that the one getting prostituted does not want to have 
sex. Prostitution is based on the sexuality of the buy-
er. #e buyer orders and pays for what he wants to do, 
or get done, for him. He pays her to erase her own 
sexuality. #e very reason that the one getting prosti-
tuted* gets money, is that the ”sex” in prostitution is 
exclusively de%ned by the buyer.

2FSQFUSBUPST���HMBNPSJ[FST

When we write about the buyers in prostitution we'll 
occasionally refer to them as ”johns”**. Usually, 
though, we name them as prostitution perpetrators. 
We do this to point out their similarities with other 
sex perpetrators. We don't want to belittle what they 
do.
 We refer to those who trivialize prostitution and its 
consequences, and who portray it as ”sex work”, 
according to what they're actually doing: glamorizing 
prostitution.
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/FO�CVZJOH�XPNFO

We also write about ”men” when we're speaking of 
buyers and ”women” when we're writing about those 
being prostituted. We do this since the absolutely most 
common form of prostitution, in Sweden as well as in 
the rest of the world, is men buying women.
 It's di"cult to know to what extent they're also buy-
ing children, because a lot of prostitution is about 
men buying teenage girls – who usually don't count 
as children, even if they actually are.
 Men buying men in prostitution isn't even remote-
ly as common, but it's still the second most common 
form of prostitution. It's common for men to buy 
children or adolescents in this case as well. Women 
buying men is signi%cantly more uncommon, and 
the most uncommon form of prostitution is women 
buying women. But all of these forms do exist.
 And we're against prostitution in all of its forms.

/PTU�NFO�BSFO	U�OPU�QSPTUJUVUJPO�QFSQFUSBUPST

Referring to prostitution perpetrators as ”men” does 
not, however, mean that we think all men are or 
would want to be prostitution perpetrators. Studies 
estimate that one out of twelve men in Sweden have 
used women in prostitution. #is means most men 
aren't prostitution perpetrators.
 Despite this, there are way too few men who actively 
take a stand against prostitution when they're spend-
ing time with male friends and colleagues.

-FFQ�UIF�EJTDVTTJPO�HPJOH�

You who on the other hand do want to discuss, but 
feel like you need help, will hopefully get some good 
tips among the 49 arguments we've put together in 
this text!
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͏͎͈͒͒́͋̈́

BSHVNFOUT
VWDUW�KHUH�

W
V�TXLWH�W\SLFDO�RI�RXU�WLPH�WR�VD\�WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�
LV�SRVVLEOH�ZKHQ�LW
V�DERXW�\RX�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�¤�
EXW�RQFH�ZH�JHW�WR�SROLWLFDO�FKDQJH�SHRSOH�VXGGHQO\�
FODLP�WKDW�WKLV�DQG�WKDW�MXVW�FDQ
W�EH�GRQH�

� $V�LI�WKDW
V�MXVW�WKH�ZD\�WKLQJV�DUH��$V�LI�WKH�ZD\�
WKLQJV�DUH�QRZ� LV� WKH�RQO\�SRVVLEOH�VFHQDULR�¤�EH�
FDXVH� LW
V�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��EHFDXVH� WKH�PDUNHW�GH�
PDQGV�LW��EHFDXVH�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��RU�ZKDWHYHU�ILWV�
WKH� RFFDVLRQ�� 7KH� ZRUOG� LV� SRUWUD\HG� DV� SUHGHV�
WLQHG�DQG�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�FKDQJH��

� %XW� RI� FRXUVH� WKDW
V� QRW� WUXH�� 7KHUH� DUH� DOPRVW�
DOZD\V� DOWHUQDWLYHV�� 7KH� ZRUOG� LV� DV� FKDQJHDEOH�
QRZ�DV�LW�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ��+LVWRU\�GRHV�QRW�HQG�
WRGD\�

� 7KDW
V�ZK\� LW
V�JRRG� WR�NHHS� LQ�PLQG� WKDW� WKRVH�
ZKR� FODLP� VRPHWKLQJ� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� RIWHQ� DUH� WKH�
RQHV�ZKR�GRQ
W�ZDQW�DQ\�FKDQJH�

� 7KH� LPSRUWDQW� WKLQJ� LV� ZKDW� \RX� GR� ZDQW� WR�
FKDQJH��2I�FRXUVH�ZH
UH�OLNHO\�WR�QHHG�VRPH�RWKHUV�
ZKR�ZDQW� WR� ILJKW� IRU� WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ� LQ�RUGHU� WR�
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�.

VXFFHHG�DW�FKDQJLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ��%XW�LW
V�SRVVLEOH�

� 6LQFH�ZH�NHHS�RQ�KHDULQJ�WKH�RSSRVLWH��LW�PLJKW�
EH�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�FRQVWDQWO\�UHPLQG�RXUVHOYHV�WKDW�
WKH�ZRUOG�LV�FKDQJHDEOH��DQG�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�

2TQUVKVWVKQP�JCU�CNYC[U�GZKUVGF

5WDVGZV��CPF�UQ�KV	U�CNYC[U�IQKPI�VQ��

lavery has also ”always existed”, does that make 
it okay? Prostate cancer has ”always” existed, 
does that mean we should stop treating it? Mur-

der has ”always” existed... and so on.
 #e question is whether we think it's acceptable or 
not. If we don't think prostitution is okay, it's time to 
start thinking about what we can do to change it.

,1�7+(�3$67, it was common to beat children for 
disciplinary purposes. #anks to the Swedish law 
against child abuse, among other things, a lot fewer 
people in Sweden beat their children today. People 
have changed their views on corporal punishment. 
Child abuse still exists, but the more children not 
having to su$er the better, isn't it?
 #at's how we see prostitution, rape and abuse of 
women; laws can't make oppression of women disap-
pear, but sometimes they can still do some good – the 
fewer women not having to su$er the better, isn't it?

25�$5(�<28�6$<,1* that heterosexual men have 
a genetic/biological inclination towards exploiting 
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women sexually instead of having a mutual sexual 
meeting (be it a one-time thing or long-term)?
 Personally, I don't have such a pessimistic view of 
men.

 

2TQUVKVWVKQP�KU�VJG�YQTNF	U�
QNFGUV�RTQHGUUKQP

rostitution is not the world's oldest profession, 
since prostitution is oppression. If prostitution 

really is as ancient as you're saying, it would be 
one of the world's oldest forms of men's sexualized 
violence against women.
 #e world's oldest profession might rather be the 
shaman, the hunter or the farmer. Some say it's the 
midwife.

(9(5<�'$<�$1'�(9(5<�0,187( countless wom-
en and children su$er in prostitution. Dismissing 
that with comments of ”it's always existed” or ”it's the 
world's oldest profession” is belittling and trivializing 
their su$ering.
 It's also to take the easy way out and saying that I'm 
not going to do anything about it.

$6�,�6((�,7 it seems more likely that this comment 
about ”the world's oldest profession” actually is the 
world's oldest excuse.

�.

2
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&+Ŭư'ŸƯ0źǠ-ůƸ&5

or NOT>5�?A>BC8CDC8>=
RPH�WDON�DERXW�KXPDQ�WUDIILFNLQJ�DV�LI�LW
V�VRPH�
WKLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DOO�RWKHU�NLQGV�

RI� SURVWLWXWLRQ�� %XW� DOO� IRUPV� RI� SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV�
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�LGHD��WKDW�D�SURVWLWXWLRQ�SHUSH�
WUDWRU�EX\V�VH[XDO�DFFHVV�WR�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ
V�ERG\�
¤�WR�XVH�LW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�KH�KDV�SDLG�IRU�

� 7KH�EX\HU�LV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�DOO�SURVWLWXWLRQ��3URVWL�
WXWLRQ� H[LVWV� EHFDXVH� SURVWLWXWLRQ� SHUSHWUDWRUV�
KDYH� FKDQQHOL]HG� WKHLU� VH[XDOLW\� LQWR� RQH�VLGHG�
FRQVXPSWLRQ��7KH\�FODLP�WKH�ULJKW�WR�XVH�RWKHUV�¤�
ZKRVH� VH[XDO� QHHGV� DQG� GHVLUHV� DUH� ”HUDVHG”� E\�
WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU
V�SD\PHQW�

� $QG� DOO� IRUPV� RI� SURVWLWXWLRQ� KDYH� WKH� VDPH�
DIIHFWV�RQ�VRFLHW\
V�YLHZ�RI�ZRPHQ�

1H��EQWTUG�+	O�CICKPUV�VTCHſEMKPI�
ŉ�DWV�QTFKPCT[�RTQUVKVWVKQP�KU��

UQOGVJKPI�GNUG�
n what way? Of course there are endless variations 
– from ”only” having to receive a few prostitution 
perpetrators a month (perhaps at some fancy ho-

tel) to being forced to receive 15 johns every night at 
a brothel ruled by a tra"cking pimp – with countless 

�.

+

6
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other variations in between. But the fact that the de-
gree of su$ering or coercion varies doesn't change the 
phenomenon itself – all prostitution is still based on a 
prostitution perpetrator buying access to another 
person for sexual use.

7+(� 3+(120(121 of prostitution in itself is 
based on the expectation that the one satisfying the 
prostitution perpetrator does not want to have sex 
with him. #e prostitution perpetrator is forcing his 
own sexuality onto somebody else (but buys himself 
“free” of responsibility).
 #at's what prostitution is.

)KTNU�CTG�VTKEMGF�KPVQ�VTCHſEMKPI��
DWV�KP�QTFKPCT[�RTQUVKVWVKQP�

VJG[	XG�OCFG�VJGKT�QYP�EJQKEGU�
o, it's not that simple. It's certainly that way for 
some women in tra"cking, getting tricked into 
thinking they'll get pleasant and well-paid jobs 

at a cafe or something along those lines, but others 
are aware that they're going into prostitution – even if 
they o!en get tricked about to what extent they will 
be used or about how much money they're going to 
get. But many girls are tricked into ”ordinary” prosti-
tution as well.
 So the distinction you're making doesn't actually 
exist.

$/62��7+(�7+,1* about ”free choices” is that it isn't 
that simple either. (Read more about choice on page 
21)

�.

0
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*WOCP�VTCHſEMKPI�HQT�NCDQT�KU�C�
OWEJ�YQTUG�RTQDNGO��VTCHſEMKPI�

HQT�UGZ�KU�OQTG�WPEQOOQP�
o, that's a myth. Naturally it's impossible to get 
the exact numbers, but one report from the 
UN from 2009 indicates that about 79% of all 

human tra"cking in the world is for sexual purpos-
es.* #e report includes 155 countries.

)25�7+(�9,&7,0 human tra"cking for sexual purpos-
es can include isolation, threats, humiliation, psychologi-
cal abuse, manipulation, violence, sexual abuse, torture 
and daily violations. It leads to both physical and psycho-
logical damage, and in worst case scenarios, death.**
 What makes prostitution, and human tra"cking in 
particular, especially di"cult for the victim to deal 
with is that the traumatic experiences are constantly 
repeated, and occur in a continuum – as opposed to 
when you su$er a single di"cult experience.

 

/QUV�OGP�FQP	V�CEVWCNN[�YCPV�VQ�
DW[�UGZ�HTQO�C�YQOCP�YJQ�

FQGUP	V�YCPV�VQ�JGTUGNH�
here's a di$erence between what they say and 
what they do. Natasja Tenjeva, a Russian girl 
who was used in human tra"cking in Sweden, 

�.

6

0

* Global Report on Tra"cking in Persons, UNODC, 2009.
** (SWE) Människohandel – en kränkning av mänskliga rättighe-
ter.  Fackförbund mot Människohandel, FMM. Unifem, 2009.
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has said that those who think men don't want to ”buy 
sex” from someone being forced into prostitution are 
being naive. ”#e men simply ignored that I felt bad, 
because it was easier that way. Because if they would 
have confronted the su$ering they were causing through 
their actions, they would also have admitted their 
guilt.”

7+(5(�$5(�75$)),&.,1*�9,&7,06 who have wit-
nessed that they told their buyers outright that they 
were being used in tra"cking, and the perpetrators 
still carried on.

,1�$�6:(',6+�*29(510(17$/�678'<, prosti-
tution perpetrators claimed that they wouldn't buy 
someone who was being used in tra"cking. Many of 
them had still used women in tra"cking, sometimes 
because they couldn't tell the di$erence and some-
times despite knowing the woman was being used in 
tra"cking.*
 When asking why they had done so despite what 
they had said, the prostitution perpetrators gave an-
swers like:
”I was just too horny”
”It happened so fast”

%87� '2� <28� 5($//<� %(/,(9( that a man who 
”only” would pay for access to a girl who (he thinks) 
is not being used in tra"cking is so much better? 
Prostitution in itself is the perpetrator paying to 
”have sex” with someone who does not want to have 
sex with him.
 I'd say it seems like he's trying to avoid responsibil-
ity by comparing himself to the slightly worse prosti-
tution perpetrators.

* (SWE) Rapport 2008:24 Sexuell människohandel. En fråga om 
tillgång och e%erfrågan. Brå, 2008.
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+

URVWLWXWLRQ�LV�DERXW�VH[XDOL]HG�SRZHU��DQG�FRQ�
VHTXHQWO\�RXU�YLHZV�RI�SURVWLWXWLRQ�GHSHQGV�RQ�

ZKRP�ZH�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�¤�WKH�MRKQV�RU�WKH�RQH�EHLQJ�
SURVWLWXWHG�

� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�DJUHH�ZLWK�SURVWLWXWLRQ�SHU�
SHWUDWRUV��\RX�PXVW�ILUVW�GLVWDQFH�\RXUVHOI�¤�FRQ�
VFLRXVO\� RU� XQFRQVFLRXVO\� ¤� IURP� WKH� RQH� EHLQJ�
XVHG�� 2QH� DUJXPHQW� ZKLFK� VHYHUDO� SURVWLWXWLRQ�
JODPRUL]HUV� LQ� 6ZHGHQ� KDYH� EHHQ� XVLQJ� LV� WKDW�
ZRUNLQJ� FODVV�ZRPHQ� KDYH� D�PRUH� §LQVWUXPHQWDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� WKHLU� ERGLHV§� WKDQ�PLGGOH� FODVV�
ZRPHQ�¤�VR�SURVWLWXWLRQ�PHDQV�VRPHWKLQJ�GLIIHU�
HQW�IRU�§WKHP§�

� $QG�PDQ\� WU\� WR� H[SODLQ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�:HVWHUQ�
PHQ�XVH�ZRPHQ�LQ�$VLD�IRU�SURVWLWXWLRQ�WRXULVP�E\�
FODLPLQJ�WKDW�$VLDQ�ZRPHQ�¤�§WKH\§�¤�DUH�§GLIIHU�
HQW§�IURP�6ZHGLVK�ZRPHQ�

� 6XFK� FRPPHQWV� DUH� RI� FRXUVH� H[SUHVVLRQV� RI�
ERWK�FODVV�FRQWHPSW�DQG�UDFLVP�

� 2XU� WUDLWV�GR�QRW�GHFLGH�ZKLFK�RQHV�RI�XV�ZKR�
ZLOO� JHW� SURVWLWXWHG�� ,W
V� WKH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� RI� RXU�
OLYHV�

3

6JQUG�RTQUVKVWVGU��
CTG�RTQDCDN[�P[ORJQU���

f nymphomaniacs, i.e. women with an extremely 
strong sexual drive, really do exist, wouldn't it be 
more likely that they would go out and pick up 
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someone who wants to satisfy them?
 Isn't it pretty illogical to think that those who have 
an extra strong sexual drive would want to engage in 
a trade-o$ about neglecting their own sexual needs 
and instead get paid for concentrating on those of the 
buyer?

9QOGP�KP�#UKC�CTG�RQQT�
CPF�VJTQWIJ�UGZ�VQWTKUO�VJG[�

CV�NGCUV�IGV�UQOG�OQPG[�
houldn't Asian women have a right to a reason-
able life without sucking the dicks of rich West-
ern tourists? To me, what you're saying sounds 

a lot like old,  reactionary colonialism.*
 It's the pimps and the tourism industry that are 
pro%ting o$ poor women in prostitution in, for 
example, #ailand. But it doesn't pay o$ for either the 
women or the country. Quite the opposite – it creates 
a dependence on the West, on the perpetrators, and 
keeps the country in poverty instead of giving them a 
chance to develop.
 I'm not only against prostitution because of its 
oppression of women, I'm against its racist and impe-
rialist** oppression as well!

8.

* Reactionary = wanting to return to an older political state, 
unwanting to change. Colonialism = one nation exploiting 
another on another continent as its ”colony”.
** Imperialism = Imperialism means, according to a dictionary, 
"the pursuit of world domination", e.g rich countries expanding 
their "markets" by tying other (poorer) nations to itself and 
exploiting them economically.

5
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* Stigma = branding mark, ≈ being socially shunned and excluded.
** Report by the Federal Government on the Impact of the Act Regu-
lating the Legal Situation of Prostitutes (Prostitution Act), by Bundes-
ministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 2007.

2TQUVKVWVKQP�CU

KRVH� ZKR� RSSRVH� WKH� 6ZHGLVK� SURVWLWXWLRQ� ODZ�
XVXDOO\� VD\� WKDW� WKH� SUREOHP�ZLWK� SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV�

WKDW�LW�LVQ
W�VHHQ�DV�D�SURIHVVLRQ�¤�§VH[�ZRUN§��,I�LW�ZDV��
SURVWLWXWHG�ZRPHQ�ZRXOG� SD\� WD[HV� DQG� JHW� KHDOWK�
LQVXUDQFH� DQG� RWKHU� VRFLDO� ULJKWV�� 7KH� VWLJPD� RQ�
SURVWLWXWLRQ�ZRXOG�DOVR�GLVDSSHDU���WKH\�FODLP�

� %XW�WKH\�UDUHO\�VSHDN�RI�KRZ�LW�DFWXDOO\�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWULHV�ZKHUH�WKH�ODZ�DOUHDG\�SURFODLPV�WKDW�SURVWL�
WXWLRQ� VKRXOG� EH� VHHQ� DV� §VH[� ZRUN§�� )RU� H[DPSOH��
WKDW
V�KRZ�LW
V�EHHQ�LQ�*HUPDQ\�VLQFH������

#�UFNQPSBSZ�TPMVUJPO

,Q�*HUPDQ\
V�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI� WKH� ODZ�DIWHU� ILYH�\HDUV��
RQO\�����RQH�SHUFHQW��RI�WKH�DVNHG�SURVWLWXWHG�ZRPHQ�
KDG�DQ�HPSOR\PHQW�FRQWUDFW�DV� §VH[�ZRUNHUV§�� �$�
IHZ�DGGLWLRQDO�SHUFHQWV�KDG�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�DV�IUHH�
ODQFLQJ�§VH[�ZRUNHUV§���0RVW�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�DQ�HPSOR\�
PHQW� FRQWUDFW�� :KHQ� DVNHG� ZK\�� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI�
WKHP�DQVZHUHG�WKDW�WKH\�VDZ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�DV�D�WHP�
SRUDU\� VROXWLRQ� WR� DQ� LPSRVVLEOH� �ILQDQFLDO�� VLWXD�
WLRQ��DQG�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�JHW�DZD\�IURP�

� 0DQ\�ZHUH�DOVR�ZRUULHG�WKDW�DQ�HPSOR\PHQW�FRQ�
WUDFW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�EH�DEOH�WR�
PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�¤�OLNH�UHIXVLQJ�VRPH�MRKQV��
RU� VRPH�RI� WKH� MRKQV
�GHPDQGV��2U� WKDW� WKH\�ZRXOG�

7
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�.

KDYH�WR�UHFHLYH�PRUH�MRKQV�WKDQ�WKH\�SRVVLEO\�FRXOG�

� :KHQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV� §VH[�ZRUN§� LW� LV�
WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�¤�MRKQV��SLPSV�DQG�KXPDQ�WUDIILFN�
HUV�¤�ZKR�DUH�DSSODXGLQJ�

� %HFDXVH�ZKHQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV�§JRRGV§�
RU�§VHUYLFHV§�� � LWV�SRZHU�VWUXFWXUHV�DUH�PDGH� LQYLVL�
EOH�

#NN�YCIG�NCDQT�KU�UNCXGT[��
6JGTG	U�PQV�C�DKI�FKHHGTGPEG�DGVYGGP�UGNNKPI�[QWT�

DQF[�KP�C�OKPG�CPF�UGNNKPI�KV�KP�RTQUVKVWVKQP�

s a man ('cause usually le%-wing men are the ones 
using this argument!), do you really not see a 

di$erence between working in a mine and giving 
a handjob to your boss? Or between a woman coming 
in to clean your o"ce and coming in to give you a 
blowjob? I don't know about you, but I do!

7+,1.�$%287�:+$7
6�$&78$//<�+$33(1,1* 
in prostitution: a man imposing his sexuality onto a 
woman without considering hers – in other circum-
stances, that's usually called sexual harassment, 
sexual abuse or rape.
 #e idea is of course that the money would turn this 
sexualized oppression of women into ”sex work”. But 
how can the very same sexualized actions which girls 
and women are otherwise %ghting against, and the 
same actions which the law otherwise de'ne as sexual 
harassment and abuse – suddenly be considered ”work”?
 How could you motivate the unionized struggle for 
the right to not su$er sexual harassment and sexual 
violence at work if such abuse – occasionally – should 
be seen as a ”job”?

#
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0$<%(�<28�6+28/'�75< a new way of thinking: 
#ey got our bodies, but they're damn well not gonna 
mess with our sexuality!

5GNNKPI�UGZ�KU�PQ�OQTG�UVTCPIG�
VJCP�UGNNKPI�UGTXKEGU�NKMG��

OCUUCIG�QT�RQFKCVT[�
ure it is. At a job, everyone is selling their work 
capacity, but prostitution has consequences for 
our sexuality as well. Without romanticizing 

sexuality, it's easy to see that our sexuality is an inte-
gral part of our personality. In our sexuality, our 
turn-ons and our turn-o$s, our earlier sexual experi-
ences are included as we're making them. For the one 
getting prostituted, prostitution also becomes a part 
of one's sexuality – even if you've been trying to see it 
as something outside of yourself during your experi-
ences.
 #at's why so many women in prostitution later 
talk about a division of one's identity, as if a split had 
happened while in prostitution. Many get used to 
shutting down one's own feelings during prostitu-
tion, but notice that it eventually gets di"cult to re-
connect with them at will.  Prostitution is something 
completely di$erent from a profession.

$1'�)25�7+(�%8<(56 of prostitution it's not just 
any purchase either, since his sexuality is also a$ect-
ed. As is his overall view of women. It's hardly a coin-
cidence that sexual harassment of girls and women 
on the streets is more common in for example the 
Red Light District of Amsterdam than in other plac-
es.

��.

5
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* (SWE) Varat och varan – Prostitution, surrogatmödraskap och den 
delade människan, by Kajsa Ekis Ekman. Leopard förlag, 2010.

6JG�RTQUVKVWVGU�VJGOUGNXGU�
YCPV�RTQUVKVWVKQP�VQ�DG�UGGP�CU�

ŏUGZ�YQTMŏ�
o ”they” really? Or is it a few scattered bloggers, or 
those few women in prostitution who are upli!ed 

by the media, who claim to be speaking for every-
body else, by always talking about ”us prostitutes”?

'2�<28�.12: that in countries where the law has 
been altered so that prostitution is seen as ”sex work”, 
the majority of prostituted women did not want this, 
which is made clear by, for example, the evaluation of 
the German law? 
 If you look at prostitution globally, how many out of 
everyone being bought in prostitution do you think 
want prostitution to be seen as a ”job”? Would you?

5GZ�YQTMGT	U�WPKQPU�YCPV�KV�
VQ�DG�UGGP�CU�YQTM�

hat unions? #ose organizations which so far 
has called themselves ”unions” for prostituted 

women have not actually been unions, i.e. been 
organizations that ”are driven and 'nanced by mem-
bers and that act towards employers”.*
 Lobby organizations for legalized prostitution, usu-
ally including pimps and others who want prostitu-
tion to be seen in a good light, have on the other hand 

��.

��.

&

9



19Prostitution as ”sex work”

o!en called themselves ”unions” for ”sex workers” - to 
make people think of prostitution as work.
 If you're feeling unsure about any such ”union”, 
then try asking what kind of unionized work they're 
doing, and directed at whom?
 Real support organizations for prostituted women 
on the other hand usually don't call themselves 
unions. And most prostituted women don't want 
prostitution to be seen as ”sex work”. 

$WV�KH�[QW	TG�PQV�C�RTQUVKVWVG��
YJ[�UJQWNF�VJGKT�LQDU�DG�CP[�QH�

;174�DWUKPGUU!
f course it's ”my business”! Living in a society where 
women are for sale a$ects the values of everyone. 
Society's view of prostitution also have clear and 

direct consequences in our everyday lives. You can espe-
cially see that in countries with laws like Germany's.
 If prostitution is seen as ”work” it's there with the 
ads in the newspapers, the company you work for 
gets o$ers of ”surprises” for the company party, you 
get coupons in your mail box, you see posters for 
brothels at the bus stop and so on.
 Understanding this is not about being sex negative 
or making up a moral nightmare scenario. It's about 
analyzing what a view of prostitution as ”sex work” 
actually leads to in practice.
 Consider what it would mean in our everyday lives 
– for example, professions like personal assistants 
and home care sta$; should they be obligated to help 
with men's purchases of prostitution, like they are in 
the Netherlands?

��.

1
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,)� 35267,787,21 is to be seen as a profession, 
should parent let their daughters get a summer job in 
prostitution? If prostitution is to be seen as a profes-
sion, should employment agencies refuse unemploy-
ment bene%ts to unemployed women if they do not 
accept going into prostitution?
 If your answers to those questions are no, then you 
don't really think prostitution is a profession. Because 
if it was, it would work like any other job.

$WV�KH�C�IKTN�FQGUP	V�YCPV�VQ�YGCT�
JGTUGNH�FQYP�KP�WPFGTRCKF�YQTM��
YJGP�UJG�ECP�IGV�IQQF�RC[�CU�CP�
GUEQTV��ŉ�YJ[�UJQWNFP	V�UJG�DG�

CDNG�VQ�EJQQUG�VJCV!
ell, you're not asking why she shouldn't aban-
don her job as CEO for an export company/

real estate broker/dentist or similar jobs, to in-
stead give blowjobs to men when ordered to do so. If 
prostitution is so nice, why is it those of us women 
who have the least to choose from who are expected 
to do this ”job”?
 Both in the industrialized world and in so called 
developing countries, mostly poor girls and women 
– who are simultaneously su$ering class oppression 
and racism – are being used in prostitution.

* ”Escort” is an euphemistic term for prostitution, making it 
sound like it's hardly about prostituion at all, but as fancy dinner 
company (as well as sex), or someone who could pass as the 
john's girlfriend. Since the word is considered to have such a 
positive connotation, it's o%en used in advertising for women 
who are in fact being tra"cked.

9
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.

,
W
V�DOZD\V�GLIILFXOW�WR�WDON�DERXW�IUHH�ZLOO��YROXQWDUL�
QHVV� DQG� IUHH� FKRLFHV�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW�ZH
YH� FKRVHQ�

VRPHWKLQJ� GRHVQ
W� VD\� DQ\WKLQJ� DERXW�ZKHWKHU� RXU�
FKRLFH�ZDV�JRRG�RU�QRW��,W�GHSHQGV�RQ�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�
WR�FKRRVH�IURP��WKDW�LV��ZKDW�DOWHUQDWLYHV�ZH�KDYH��RU�
VHH�

� 6WXGLHV� DERXW� §UHJXODU§� SURVWLWXWLRQ� VKRZ� WKDW�
SUHWW\� PXFK� DOO� ZRPHQ� LQ� SURVWLWXWLRQ� VHH� LW� DV�
VRPHWKLQJ� WHPSRUDU\�� XVXDOO\� WR� VROYH� D� GLIILFXOW�
ILQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ��EXW�LW
V�DOVR�RIWHQ�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�
VHOI�GHVWUXFWLYHQHVV�IROORZLQJ�HDUOLHU�H[SHULHQFHV��$�
SHUVRQ
V�FKRLFH�LV�QRW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�ZKDW�VKH�§ZDQWV§��
HYHQ�LI�VKH�KDV�§FKRVHQ§�LW�KHUVHOI�

� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� YDVW� PDMRULW\� RI� HYHU\RQH� EHLQJ�
XVHG�LQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�DUH�SRRU��KRPHOHVV�DQG�KDYH�VXI�
IHUHG�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�VH[XDO�DEXVH�EHIRUH�SURVWLWXWLRQ�

*VNBO�SJHIUT���GPS�XPNFO�UPP!

%XW�HYHQ�LI�WKHUH�LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�EH�LQ�SURV�
WLWXWLRQ� QR� PDWWHU� WKH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� SURVWLWXWLRQ�
VWLOO�FRQFHUQV�D�ORW�PRUH�WKDQ�KHU�SHUVRQDO�FKRLFHV�

� 3URVWLWXWLRQ�LV�JOREDO�RSSUHVVLRQ��0HQ�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�
EX\�ZRPHQ�LV�SDUW�RI� WKH�SDWULDUFK\�DW� WKH�EDVLV�RI�
RXU�VRFLHW\��$QG�RXU�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV�
DERXW�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RI�ZRPHQ�

9IBU�BCPVU�NFO!

$OVR�� WKH� WDON� RI� §IUHH� FKRLFH§� DOZD\V� WHQGV� WR� EH�
DERXW�WKH�ZRPDQ��WKH�RQH�JHWWLQJ�SURVWLWXWHG�

� %XW�ZK\�GR�PHQ�FKRRVH�WR�XVH�ZRPHQ�LQ�SURVWLWX�
WLRQ"
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#�YQOCP�UJQWNF�DG�CDNG�VQ��
EJQQUG�YJCV�VQ�FQ�YKVJ�JGT�DQF[�

CPF�JGT�QYP�UGZWCNKV[�
f course – that's an old feminist parole! But pros-

titution is not about women's rights – quite the 
opposite! In prostitution, a woman ”chooses” to 

abstain from her own sexuality – to instead satisfy 
that of the man.
 Most prostitution perpetrators don't care at all 
about what the one getting paid wants to. (See page 
12) #e one paying for sex is paying for a yes. He's 
buying a woman who only enjoys it if he wants her to, 
when he wants her to, and in the way he wants and 
has payed and ordered her to.
 And what happens with women's human rights in a 
society where women can be bought?

+H�[QW	TG�CICKPUV�RTQUVKVWVKQP��
[QW	TG�VT[KPI�VQ�VCMG�CFWNV�YQOGP	U�

HTGG�EJQKEGU�CYC[�HTQO�VJGO�
hat is a free choice? Freedom is no simple thing. 
It's a$ected by where we are born, and by 

which parents, and most of all, our actual alter-
natives. Choosing prostitution is for most people as 
free a choice as ”choosing” poverty. #e Swedish 
author Louise Eek has written that the so called volun-
tariness has a sliding scale in prostitution. How do you 
feel about that?

9
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 Several international studies show that the majority 
of everyone being bought in prostitution have been 
victim to sexual abuse as children.* A Swedish study 
among teenagers stated that of those who had experi-
ences having ”sex with recompense” almost 89% had 
su$ered other kinds of sexual abuse before prostitu-
tion.**
,17(51$7,21$/� 678',(6 show that the most 
common age of entering prostitution is early adoles-
cence, around 14 years of age.*** #is is con%rmed by 
the Prostitution Unit of Stockholm.****
 For me all this talk of free choices and ”the happy 
hooker” is di"cult when I see that this so called free-
ly chosen prostitution so o!en is about everything 
but free choices – for children/teenagers with experi-
ence of sexual abuse.
$1'�,1�$�:,'(5�3(563(&7,9( the background to 
women's and girl's ”choices” of prostitution also con-
tains a pattern of poverty – both that of individuals 
and that of nations.

9JCV�FQ�VJG[�OGCP�ŏJCRR[�JQQMGTŏ�
��UVQTG�ENGTMU�QT�PWTUGU�CTGP	V�
JCRR[�CNN�VJG�VKOG�GKVJGT�

.think you've misunderstood what people mean by 
”the happy hooker”. No one's saying that women in 
prostitution are walking around being happy all 

��.

+

* (SWE) SOU 1995:15 Könshandeln.
** (SWE) Se mig – Unga om sex och internet. Ungdomsstyrelsen, 2009.
*** Fact sheet from Prostitution Research & Education, USA.
**** (SWE) 24 frågor och svar om prostitution. Prostitutions- och 
Spiralenheten vid Stockholms stad, 2009.
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the time, or happier than others.
 ”#e happy hooker” is an old symbol – and nowadays 
an expression of how prostitution glamorizers (espe-
cially in the media) put individual women, who are 
ready to say that prostitution is something altogether 
positive for them, forth to speak – while they're being 
awfully quiet about every negative aspect of prostitu-
tion.

$WV�+	XG�JGCTF�QH�VJKU�IKTN��YJQ�
NKMGU�DGKPI�C�RTQUVKVWVG�

o you honestly mean that the entire societal 
analysis of prostitution falls, if there's a single 

girl or woman who claims to like getting prosti-
tuted?
 No matter how much or little an individual might 
like it, prostitution remains the same thing: the pros-
titution perpetrator buying sexual access to the body of 
another human being; paying for the one getting pros-
tituted to erase her own sexuality; paying to turn a no 
into a yes.

,� $/62� +$9(� ',)),&8/7,(6� ,*125,1* the fact 
that once women no longer are in prostitution many 
testify to have claimed similar things while still in the 
middle of it, since it was a way of dealing with that 
life.
 But even if someone actually would enjoy prostitu-
tion, she could perhaps consider abstaining from it 
anyway – out of concern for the majority of women 
who su$er through prostitution, out of concern for 
women's human rights and out of concern for the 
struggle for equality between the sexes?

��.
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$/7+28*+� ,� &$1
7� +(/3 but wonder why that 
argument is so common among guys and men, who 
o!en speak of prostitution as ”women's right to 
choose” but so rarely speak of brothel owners, pimps 
and buyers?
 Why don't they ever speak of men's choices?

2TQUVKVWVKQP�KU�CP�CITGGOGPV�
DGVYGGP�VYQ�KPFKXKFWCNU��

ŉ�CPF�VJCV	U�PQPG�QH��
VJG�IQXGTPOGPV	U�DWUKPGUU�

lright, so let's ignore the fact that you've ”forgotten” 
all the brothel owners and pimps when you say 
that... But those ”individuals” are still not alone, 

are they? At that very moment, lots of other ”indi-
viduals” make numerous similar ”individual agree-
ments” – worldwide, all the time. And the majority of 
these constant ”agreements” in the entire world is 
about men buying sexual access to women's bodies.
 Don't you think that the similarities between these 
millions of ”individual agreements” of this globally 
spread phenomenon is due some questioning?

6(5,286/<� 7+28*+, prostitution is not some 
completely independent agreement between two 
individuals, so I'd rather discuss why global prostitu-
tion exists, and its consequences...

��.
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* Men who buy sex –Who they buy and what they know, by 
Melissa Farley, Julie Bindel and Jacqueline M. Golding, from 
Eaves, London/England, and Prostitution Research & Educa-
tion, San Francisco/USA, 2009.

��.

VXDOO\� SURVWLWXWLRQ� JODPRUL]HUV� WHQG� WR� VSHDN�
RI�§ZRPHQ
V�IUHH�FKRLFHV§��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�ZH�

PD\�KHDU�WKDW�SURVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�WR�H[LVW�IRU�WKH�VDNH�
RI� RWKHUV�� ORQHO\�PHQ�� GLVDEOHG�PHQ��PHQ�ZKRVH�
ZLYHV�GRQ
W�ZDQW�WR��VR�WKDW�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�ZRQ
W�JHW�
UDSHG��DQG�VR�RQ�

8

$WV�VJKPM�QH�
CNN�VJG�RQQT�NQPGN[�RGQRNG�

re you thinking of lonely old ladies here? Women 
live longer than men, so wouldn't it be older 

women who need younger prostituted men in 
that case?
 Oh, but that wasn't the issue, was it? A!er all, most 
prostitution is about men buying access to younger 
women.

,1�5($/�/,)( the average perpetrators of prostitu-
tion are usually married men or men living in stable 
relationships, and many also have kids. According to 
a British-American study of the sex lives of prostitu-
tion perpetrators, many have also had more ”regular” 
sexual contacts than average. So the ”poor lonely” 
men are in a distinct minority.*

#
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9

$/62��6(;�:,7+�27+(56 is no human right. Rela-
tionships with others isn't either. Most of all using 
other people sexually is no human right.

:+<�&$1
7�/21(/<�0(1 simply learn to do what 
lonely women do – masturbate more?

$WV�VJKPM�QH�CNN�VJG�FKUCDNGF�
ho are we talking about again? Oh, it's still 
men, isn't it? Usually disabled women's ”right” 

to use prostituted men is not what this argu-
ment refers to.
 Your comment actually shows contempt for all 
living with disabilities. Why would men with disabil-
ities want to exploit women any more than others? 
Men with disabilities want to have sex with someone 
who is turned on by them as much as anyone else 
does. Do you think that no one could %nd a person 
with disabilities attractive, or what? If so, I think you 
should reconsider your view of people...

0267� 3(53(75$7256 of prostitution are non-
disabled men. So it's pretty rude to use disabled men 
as an alibi for actions that are usually committed by 
non-disabled men.

,)�<28�+$9( a disability yourself which hinders you 
in your sexuality, you should of course have a right to 
sexual devices that can help you satisfy yourself or 
have sex with a partner.
 But you don't have any more right to buy another 
person's body to use sexually for satisfying your own 

2�.



28 Men’s Need

sexuality than anyone else.

<(6�2)�&2856( I think of ”the disabled” – I'm well 
aware that it's not unusual that disabled girls and 
women are used in prostitution. I think you should 
think of them too!

9GNN��KV	U�DGVVGT�VJCV�OGP�IQ�VQ�
RTQUVKVWVGU�VJCP�TCRGKPI�YQOGP�

ape and prostitution being on the same scale, 
so far I'm with you! Both rape and prostitution 
are based on sexualizing gendered power = 

men's power and women's subordination are made 
into something ”sexy”, something to get aroused by.
 And that's exactly why I don't believe that rapists 
stop raping by using women in prostitution. I believe 
the opposite. It's the exact same view of women in 
rape and prostitution; a man exploiting a woman to 
satisfy his sexuality – her sexuality or her will is sub-
ordinated. It's about the attitude of the perpetrator – 
that men have a right to women's bodies.
 I'd say the risk is if we accept one, we get more of 
the other.

%87� ,1� $1<� &$6(, it wouldn't be very nice or 
sisterly to send the rapists on to other women – espe-
cially not to girls and women who already are in a 
particularly exposed situation.

��.
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URVWLWXWLRQ�JODPRUL]HUV� WHQG� WR� WU\� WR�EULQJ�GLV�
FXVVLRQ� GRZQ� WR� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� OHYHO�� VR� WKDW�

WKH\
UH�RQO\�DERXW�RQH�SDUWLFXODU�SHUVRQ�RU�RQH�SDU�
WLFXODU�VLWXDWLRQ��7KLV�ZD\�LW
V�KDUGHU�WR�VHH�RSSUHV�
VLRQ�¤�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�
ORRN�DW�SDWWHUQV�

� 7KLV�JRHV�IRU�DOO�IRUPV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ��,W
V�QRW�D�FRLQ�
FLGHQFH�ZKHQ� SHRSOH�ZLWK� IRUHLJQ�VRXQGLQJ� QDPHV�
KDYH�PRUH�GLIILFXOWLHV�ILQGLQJ�D�MRE��HYHQ�LI�LW
V�LPSRV�
VLEOH�WR�SURYH�IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�FDVH��7R�VHH�HYHU\GD\�
UDFLVP�\RX�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�ERWK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�H[DP�
SOHV�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�SLFWXUH�¤�\RX�QHHG�WR�VHH�LI�RFFXU�
UHQFHV�IRUP�SDWWHUQV�

5ZTUFNBUJDBM�DPJODJEFODFT

:KHQ�ZH�UHDFW�WR�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ��
LW
V� RIWHQ� GLVPLVVHG� DV� FRLQFLGHQWDO�� 7R� VHH� WKURXJK�
WKLV��WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�IHPLQLVW�.MHUVWL�(ULFVVRQ�IRXQG�
HG�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�§V\VWHPDWLFDO�FRLQFLGHQFHV§�

� ,I� ZH� SLHFH� WKHP� WRJHWKHU�� DOO� WKHVH� RSSUHVVLYH�
§FRLQFLGHQFHV§� IRUP� D� SDWWHUQ� RI� JLUOV� 	� JX\V� DQG�
ZRPHQ�	�PHQ�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�GLIIHUHQWO\�EHFDXVH�RI�
WKHLU�VH[�¤�DQG�JHWWLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DPRXQWV�RI�SRZHU�
EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�VH[�

� 7KDW
V�ZK\�ZH�FDQ
W�XQGHUVWDQG�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ZLWK�
RXW�FRQQHFWLQJ�LW�ZLWK�DOO�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�
RI� ZRPHQ�� VXFK� DV� ZDJH� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� XQHTXDO�
KHDOWK� FDUH�� UDSH�� ZRPHQ
V� KLVWRU\� PDGH� LQYLVLEOH��
DQG�DOO�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV�ZKLFK�WRJHWKHU� IRUP�D�VRFL�
HWDO�SDWWHUQ�RI�V\VWHPDWLFDO�SRZHU�VWUXFWXUHV�EDVHG�
RQ�JHQGHU�

3$75,$5&+<
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$WV�JG[�ŉ�UQOG�YQOGP�IQ�VQ�VJG�
)CODKC�VQ�DW[�OGP�

es, prostitution is not only about oppression of 
women, but also class-based  and ethnicity-based 

oppression. #e fact that women – in circum-
stances where they on some level can be considered 
superior – can become perpetrators, con%rms the 
analysis that prostitution is about sexualized power. 
Prostitution is oppression and should never be 
accepted – in any form!
 ,�+23(�<28 bring up that example to take a stand 
against all prostitution. You're not trying to use the 
comparatively extremely few female prostitution 
tourists to make it appear as if men and woman are 
”equally bad”, right?
 'Cause that's not the way it is. Men are not being 
imprisoned in the brothels of the poorer countries of 
the world, drugged-down into being used sexually by 
one rich, white woman a!er another. Out of all pros-
titution tourism in the world, women stand for only a 
relatively minimal part, and for the least brutal forms.

#EVWCNN[��OQTG�OGP�VJCP�YQOGP�
JCXG�GZRGTKGPEGF�RTQUVKVWVKQP��KV	U�

LWUV�OQTG�JKFFGP�
here are a few studies of young people where 
more guys than girls have replied that they have 
”had sex with pay”. But that doesn't mean you 

�.

��.

;
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can jump to this conclusion. Look around. #e global 
pornography and prostitution industries mostly con-
sist of women being sold to men. Women are the ones 
being used in the world's brothels, and mostly girls 
and women are being used in tra"cking for sexual 
purposes.
 It may also be added that no matter if women or 
men are being used, perpetrators of prostitution are 
almost always men.
 And of course more research about all di$erent 
forms of prostitution should be made, so that we can 
increase our understanding of how prostitution 
works.

$WV�[QW	TG�VWTPKPI�KV�CNN�QP�KVU�
JGCF�ŉ�KV	U�YQOGP�YJQ�CTG�WUKPI�

OGP	U�UGZWCN�PGGFU�
6JG�QPG�YJQ	U�RC[KPI�KU�VJG�XKEVKO��JG	U�VJG�QPG�

DGKPI�WUGF�

kay, let's forget about human tra"cking, that 
fact that most prostituted women have suf-
fered other kinds of sexual abuse as children, 

young girls being tricked into prostitution, drug 
addiction forcing women into prostitution and so on, 
and let's also forget its consequences for women – 
sexualized violence, STDs, cervical cancer, split per-
sonality, PTSD etc.... #at is, let's ignore all forms of 
sexualized oppression which girls and women su$er 
before, during and a!er prostitution, and let's only 
look at a few particular men (most johns have other 
sexual relations as well) – then maybe it might look 
like a few individual men are being used. But that's 

1
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still not quite right. All perpetrators of prostitution 
are still using another person to satisfy his own sexu-
al needs, no matter if he's going through hard times 
or not, right?
 A prostitution perpetrator feeling lonely and horny 
still doesn't change the fact that prostitution, on a 
basic and global level, is about men's sexualized 
oppression of women.

9GNN��+	XG�JGCTF�CDQWV�YQOGP�
DGKPI�DTQVJGN�OCFCOU�

es, that's correct, but what's the background? #e 
large international human tra"cking organiza-

tions o!en force women in prostitution to choose 
between staying in prostitution or becoming ”local 
supervisors” for a brothel. Human tra"ckers o!en do 
this strategically, one reason being that the men don't 
want to risk long imprisonment in case their activity 
is disclosed.
 Sadly, many misinterpret the role of the women. 
#e Swedish police have written about it:

”#e common factor for most of these women is that 
they themselves have been exploited for the purpos-
es of prostitution for quite a long time.” ...
...”#e National Criminal Investigation Department 
is concerned at the fact that foreign women who are 
prostituted in Sweden are sometimes portrayed by 
'gures in the judicial system as people who are 
operating of their own accord. As a consequence of 
this notion, investigations are o%en limited to the 
criminal activity that is committed in Sweden and 
the real criminal bosses in the organised networks 

��.
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are not brought to trial. #ere is also a clear risk 
that the women's actual situation will go unnoticed. 
As a result, they are not given the support and 
protection they need and to which they are entitled. 
#is limited understanding of the organisation of 
human tra"cking and the structure of the networks 
also o%en results in failure by the authorities to 
prioritise e$orts intended to prevent and suppress 
tra"cking in human beings for sexual purposes.”*

6JG�5YGFKUJ�RTQUVKVWVKQP�NCY�
QPN[�RCUUGF�UKPEG�VJQUG�GZVTGOKUV�
HGOKPKUVU�JCXG�OCPCIGF�VQ�KPſN�

VTCVG�VJG�RQNKVKECN�U[UVGO�
#DTQCF��VJG[�NCWIJ�CV�JQY�5YGFGP�JCU�NGV�VJG�

TCFKECN�HGOKPKUVU�JCXG�VJGKT�YC[�

y, it would be really cool if feminists had that 
much power! But prostitution is global oppres-
sion and not something that only feminists 

are struggling against. Didn't you know that Sweden 
has vowed to %ght prostitution both through the UN 
and the EU?
 #e UN adopted a treaty of %ghting prostitution 
and human tra"cking as early as 1949. Year 1993 the 
Council of the EU decided that %ghting prostitution 
should be included in the EU's police work. 1991 the 
Council of Europe adopted a resolution of %ghting 
sexual exploitation, pornography, prostitution etc.
 So I guess that either the ”extreme feminists” (who-

/

* RKP report 2007:6b. Situation report 9: Tra"cking in human 
beings for sexual and other purposes 1 January - 31 December 2006.



34 Patriarchy

ever they are?!) has taken over both the EU and the 
UN since decades back, or you don't know what 
you're talking about...

9QP	V�[QW�UVQR�VCNMKPI�CDQWV�
RCVTKCTEJ[��+P�5YGFGP�YG	XG�
CNTGCF[�CEJKGXGF�GSWCNKV[�
ell, that's de%nitely a matter of interpretation! 
Of course you can interpret everything as if it 

wasn't about gender or oppression, but simply 
as us girls and woman having ourselves to blame: the 
fact that you as a woman have a lower salary is because 
women are bad at negotiating; if you're raped you 
should have thought about how you dressed/be-
haved/drank and so on; if you're abused you've prob-
ably been provoking him; if you raise your voice 
you're a nagging bitch; if you like sex you're a slut; if 
you want to meet a man you're desperate – and if you 
don't you're not normal; if you want to have sex with 
women it's because you've never got ”real dick”; if you 
put on make-up you're a bimbo who's fallen for beau-
ty ideals, and if you don't you're just plain unfemi-
nine; if you demand equal rights for women you're 
aggressive, and if you shut up you're a typical weak 
chick – who only has herself to blame...

$1'�7+(� )$&7�7+$7� 62�0$1< other girls and 
women speak of having experienced the same things 
as you have, that's just pure coincidence, 'cause 
oppression of women doesn't exist in our country.
 Is that what you mean?

��.
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* (SWE) Dagny, issue 9-10/1902. Fröléns konversationslexikon 1914. 
Nordisk Familjebok 1915. Morgonbris, issue 2, 1924.

.FHJTMBUJPO
XULQJ� ��� \HDUV�� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ������ WKHUH�
ZDV�D�PXQLFLSDO�UHJXODWLRQ�V\VWHP�RI�SURVWLWX�

WLRQ�LQ�6ZHGHQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�(XURSH���
'HVSLWH�ZRPHQ�JRLQJ�LQWR�SURVWLWXWLRQ�RXW�RI�SRYHUW\�
EHLQJ� D� ZLGHO\� NQRZQ� IDFW�� SURVWLWXWLRQ� ZDV� VWLOO�
DFFHSWHG�DV�D�QHFHVVDU\�HYLO��DQG�LQ�SUDFWLFH�PRUH�RU�
OHVV�VHHQ�DV�D�¦SURIHVVLRQ§�¤�IRU�VRPH�ZRPHQ��

� 7KH�LQWHQW�RI�WKH�UHJXODWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZDV�WKDW�VRFLHW\�
ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�GH�
FUHDVH�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�67'V��VXFK�DV�V\SKLOLV��:RPHQ�
LQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ZHUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�JR�WR�UHJXODU�FRQWUROV�
�WKRXJK�RI�FRXUVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�FRQWUROV�IRU�PHQ����
$Q\RQH�ZKR�UHIXVHG��ZDONHG�LQ�WKH�ZURQJ�DUHDV�RU�DW�
WKH�ZURQJ� WLPHV�ZRXOG� ILUVW� UHFHLYH� D�ZDUQLQJ� DQG�
ZDV�WKHQ�SODFHG�LQ�ZRUNKRXVHV�IRU�XS�WR�D�\HDU��

� 7KH�IHPLQLVWV�RI�WKRVH�WLPHV�WULHG�WR�JHW�WKH�UHJXOD�
WLRQ�V\VWHP�UHPRYHG��DV�LW�GLG�QRWKLQJ�EXW�NLFN�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�GRZQ��ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�JLYLQJ�
WKH� VLJQDO� WKDW� JRYHUQPHQW� DFFHSWHG� SURVWLWXWLRQ��
7KHQ�DV�QRZ��IHPLQLVWV�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�ZLWKRXW�EX\�
HUV�WKHUH�LV�QR�SURVWLWXWLRQ�

.FBSOJOH�GSPN�IJTUPSZ!

7KH� OHVVRQV� OHDUQHG� IURP� WKH� UHJXODWLRQ� V\VWHP� DQG�
WKH� WZR� PXQLFLSDO� EURWKHOV� EHLQJ� UXQ� LQ� 6WRFNKROP�
GXULQJ�D�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�ZHUH�
WKDW����ZKHQ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�¦ZRUN§�LW
V�PRUH�
GLIILFXOW�IRU�ZRPHQ�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�LW�����WKDW�WKH�EX\�
HUV�PHQ�DUH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�SURVWLWX�
WLRQ��DQG����WKDW�SURVWLWXWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�ZKHQ�LW
V�DF�
FHSWHG�

'
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** Fragmenti!cation = to portray something without context or 
background, to instead present it in ”fragments” detached from 
everything else, which makes it di"cult to get an overview, ana-
lyze, and see patterns and structures.
*** National Police Board. Situation Report 10: Tra"cking in human 
beings for sexual and other purposes. RPS 2009/2. 
**** (SWE) Tio år med lagen. Om förhållningssätt till och erfarenhe-
ter av prostitution i Sverige, by Jari Kuosmanen, TemaNord 
2008:604.

� 6DGO\�ZH�OLYH�LQ�D�VKDOORZ�DQG�IUDJPHQWLILHG�VRFLHW\��
%XW� LI� ZH� OHDUQ� IURP�KLVWRU\��ZH�PLJKW� QRW� KDYH� WR�
PDNH�WKH�VDPH�PLVWDNHV�DJDLQ�

6IF�5XFEJTI�QSPTUJUVUJPO�MBX�

,Q������6ZHGHQ�ZDV�WKH�ILVW�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�
¦FULPLQDOL]H�WKH�MRKQV§�ZKLOH�QRW�IRUELGGLQJ�SURVWLWX�
WLRQ�� 7KH� SHUSHWUDWRUV� DUH� WKH� RQHV� FULPLQDOL]HG� ¤
MRKQV� DQG� SLPSV�� %\� QRZ� VHYHUDO� RWKHUV� FRXQWULHV�
KDYH�GRQH�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�¤�DQG�DOVR�GHYHORSHG�WKH�
ODZ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�¤�DPRQJ�WKHP�1RUZD\�DQG��,FH�
ODQG��DQG�SDUWLDOO\�)LQODQG�DQG�(QJODQG��

� 7KH�6ZHGLVK�ODZ�GHFODUHV�WKDW�LW
V�IRUELGGHQ�WR�EX\�
RU�HYHQ�DWWHPSW�WR�EX\�¦VH[XDO�VHUYLFHV§��$GGLWLRQDOO\��
SURFXULQJ� LV� DOVR� IRUELGGHQ��PHDQLQJ� SURILWLQJ� IURP�
�RU�LQ�RWKHU�ZD\V�SDUWDNH�LQ��VRPHRQH�HOVH
V�SURVWL�
WXWLRQ�� 6ZHGHQ� DOVR� KDV� D� VHSDUDWH� ODZ� IRU�KXPDQ�
WUDIILFNLQJ��EXW�LQ�SUDFWLFH�PDQ\�WUDIILFNHUV�DUH�VHQ�
WHQFHG�IRU�SURFXULQJ�

#�TPDJFUBM�TJHOBM

7KH�LQWHQW�RI�WKH�ODZ�LV�DOVR�WR�EH�DV�D�VRFLHWDO�VLJQDO��
WKDW�VRFLHW\�UHFRJQL]HV� WKDW�SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV�EDVHG� LQ�
SDWULDUFK\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�GRHV�QRW�DFFHSW�WKH�H[SORL�
WDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RQHV�EHLQJ�SURVWLWXWHG�

� 7KH�6ZHGLVK�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ODZ�KDV�EHHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�
WKH� ODZ� DJDLQVW� FRUSRUDO� SXQLVKPHQW� IRU� FKLOGUHQ��
ZKLFK�KDV�FKDQJHG�SHRSOH
V�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�¤�LQ�SDVW�
WLPHV��LW�ZDV�FRPPRQ�WR�EHDW�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�GLVFLSOLQDU\�
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SXUSRVHV�

� $�VWXG\�IURP������VKRZ�WKDW�URXJKO\�����RI�WKH�
6ZHGLVK�SHRSOH�VXSSRUW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�SURVWLWXWLRQ�ODZ�
�RQO\�����RSSRVLQJ�LW��WKH�UHVW�EHLQJ�XQVXUH���$PRQJ�
ZRPHQ�WKH�VXSSRUW�ZDV�DOPRVW������

.FHJTMBUJPO���PQQSFTTJPO�

2I�FRXUVH�ODZV�DUHQ
W�HQRXJK�IRU�SURVWLWXWLRQ�WR�GLV�
DSSHDU��3URVWLWXWLRQ�LV�SDUW�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ��
DQG�DV�ZH�VHH� LW��QR� ODZ�FDQ�PDNH�RSSUHVVLRQ�GLVDS�
SHDU�� %XW� ZH� VXSSRUW� WKH� SURVWLWXWLRQ� ODZ�� VLQFH� LW�
OLPLWV�PHQ
V� VH[XDOL]HG�SRZHU�� VKRZV�ZKDW�SURVWLWX�
WLRQ�UHDOO\�LV��DQG�IXQFWLRQV�DV�VXSSRUW�LQ�RWKHU�NLQGV�
RI�ZRUN�DJDLQVW�SURVWLWXWLRQ��

� 6WLOO��D�ORW�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�ODZ�LV�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ\�NLQG�
RI�UHDO�FKDQJH�WR�KDSSHQ��DQG�VLJQLILFDQW�UHVRXUFHV�
QHHG�WR�EH�SXW�LQWR�ZKDW�VR�RIWHQ�LV�WKH�ODVW�WKLQJ�RQ�
WKH�DJHQGD��PRUH�VXSSRUW�IRU�SURVWLWXWHG�ZRPHQ�

0
* Legalizing Prostitution is not the Answer, #e example of 
Victoria, Australia, by Mary Sullivan and Sheila Je$reys, Coali-
tion Against Tra"cking in Women, CATW, 2001. 
and #e Legalization of Prostitution: Myth and Reality, A Com-
parative Study of Four Countries, by Nomi Levenkron, Hotline 
for Migrant Workers, Israel 2007.

+H�TGIWNCT�RTQUVKVWVKQP�
YCU�NGICN��KV�YQWNF�DG�GCUKGT�VQ�

ECVEJ�VTCHſEMGTU�
o, it's the other way around. In countries 
where prostitution is legalized the prostitution 
industry has grown – and big parts of it are il-

legal. One reason for this is the fact that pimps pro%t 
more from illegal prostitution.*
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 And of course it's easier to hide tra"cking in a 
country where other kinds of prostitution are legal. 
It's more di"cult, more expensive and riskier for hu-
man tra"ckers to operate in countries where all 
forms of “sexual purchases” are illegal.

6JG�5YGFKUJ�RTQUVKVWVKQP�NCY�
FQGUP	V�JGNR�RTQUVKVWVGU�

es and no. A woman who says she wants to stay 
in prostitution will obviously not see the law as 

positive. But the law may indirectly help another 
woman, who wishes to get out of it, since society sup-
ports the claim that prostitution buyers are commit-
ting a crime against her.
 #e law may also be of some help to those being 
used in human tra"cking. #anks to the law, the 
police may investigate attempted purchases of sexual 
services. Sometimes this has led to early discoveries 
of tra"cking. If purchases of prostitution wasn't ille-
gal, the police wouldn't be authorized to do anything 
until they knew for sure that tra"cking was occur-
ring.

%87�0267�2)�$//, the law may function as preven-
tion. #e law a$ects people's views of prostitution, 
and hopefully it might make some young girls who 
are considering entering prostitution decide not to do 
so. #e law has already made fewer men use prosti-
tuted women*. Hopefully it might also make at least a 
few more men think it's not worth being caught as a 
prostitution perpetrator – if his punishment is severe 
enough. And the fewer johns, the fewer women used 
in prostitution.

��.
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%87� /$:6� $5(� 2)� &2856(� 127� (128*+ to 
truly help prostituted women get out of prostitution. 
For that, lots of support is needed. Particularly in the 
form of accommodation, since homelessness is one 
of the causes for prostitution.
* (SWE) Tio år med lagen. Om förhållningssätt till och erfarenhe-
ter av prostitution i Sverige, by Jari Kuosmanen, TemaNord 
2008:604.
  In a study conducted before the law, about one in eight men claimed to 
have ”paid for sex”. In another study almost ten years a%er the law was 
passed about one in twelve men claimed the same. Or 13,6% of Swedish 
men 1996 compared to 9% year 2008. #e samples were too small for a 
completely valid comparison, but it does indicate that buyers of prostitu-
tion have decreased in numbers. #e study from 2008 also asked for 
opinions on the law. Roughly 7 out of 10 approved of the law, but support 
was clearly stronger among young people (about 8 out of 10).

 
 

6JG�5YGFKUJ�RTQUVKVWVKQP�NCY�
JCU�ECWUGF�KPETGCUGF�XKQNGPEG�

CICKPUV�RTQUVKVWVGU�
o, it hasn't – not according to studies. Men's 
violence against women in prostitution seems 
to be just as widespread everywhere no matter 

what the law says, and no matter if it's indoor or out-
door prostitution. #e small di$erence that research 
has detected implies that violence rates are slightly 
higher where prostitution is legal but not regulated* 
– which is the opposite of what you're saying.

67,//��35267,787,21�in itself means violence. All 
organizations working for the rights of prostituted 
women – whatever their opinion on prostitution is 

* Study on National Legislation on Prostitution and the Tra"cking 
in Women and Children. #e EU parliament/Transcrime 2005.

��.
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and wherever they're located in the world – agree that 
prostitution is dangerous/harmful for women in prosti-
tution. #ose who want prostitution to keep existing 
usually speak of “harm reduction”, i.e. that it's impor-
tant to reduce the damage in&icted in prostitution.
 Violence is a part of prostitution. According to 
American studies the majority of prostituted women 
have su$ered physical violence, sexual violence and 
threats during prostitution.** Earlier Canadian studies 
showed that the mortality rate for women in prostitu-
tion were 40 times higher than for other women.***
 To me, it's completely incomprehensible that any-
one could feel %ne with only speaking of “harm re-
duction”. Violence being an integral part of prostitution 
should be enough in itself to make prostitution seen 
as unacceptable.
** Prostitution, Violence Against Women, and Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder, by Melissa Farley and Howard Barkan, 1998. 
*** Pornography and Prostitution in Canada: Report of the Special 
Committee on Pornography and Prostitution, 1985.

9JGP�VJG�NCY�YCU�GUVCDNKUJGF��
RTQUVKVWVKQP�UKORN[�YGPV�

WPFGTITQWPF�
treet prostitution was on the decline even before 
the Swedish law was passed.* #at's mostly about 
technological advancements – mobile phones 

and Internet were simply becoming more common. 
#at's why prostitution has largely moved to mobile 

5
* (SWE) SOU 1995:15 Könshandeln.

��.
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phones and the Internet in most industrialized count-
ries – no matter what the law says.
 Prostitution having gone “underground” is not 
quite right though. Prostitution exists for the buyers, 
and they're expected to %nd it, so it can't be all that 
hidden, can it?

6JGTG�CTG�VYQ�RGQRNG�KPXQNXGF�KP�
RTQUVKVWVKQP��UQ�YJ[�KU�QPN[�VJG�
OCP�DTCPFGF�CU�C�ETKOKPCN!

6JG�NCY�KU�XKEVKOK\KPI�VJG�RTQUVKVWVG�

hat question is a little weird, since prostitution 
isn't just about two people – why isn't the pimp/
brothel owner included in what you're saying?

 But if we ignore that – the law doesn't just di$eren-
tiate between parties in prostitution. #ere are other 
circumstances in which only one party in a trans-
action is doing something illegal. For example illegal 
leases, or contracts where the landlord demands too 
high a rent. Even though both have signed the con-
tract, only the landlord is a criminal. #at's because 
the law sees who is using who. It's about power.
 And no one claims that we're thereby “victimizing 
the tenant” or “taking away the tenant's agency”.

%(6,'(6��,�'21
7�%(/,(9( in the puritanical idea 
of prostitution as a “bad sexual activity” and conse-
quently: the idea that all involved are doing some-
thing bad. I'm against prostitution because it's sexual 
exploitation and oppression.

ʟ�.
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�5UJHNBUJ[BUJPO*

PG�UIF�WJDUJNVirgin 	  Whore

* Stigma = branding mark ū being socially shunned and excluded.
** #is is a master suppression technique (articulated by the Nor-
wegian feminist Berit Ås) called a double bind – damned if you 
do, damned if you don't.
** Fragmenti!ed – see page 36.

KH�GLYLVLRQ�RI�JLUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�ROG�SDLU�RI�
RSSRVLWHV� §YLUJLQ�ZKRUH§� LV� DQ� HIIHFWLYH� ZD\� RI�

RSSUHVVLRQ��,W�VWULNHV�DJDLQVW�HYHU\�LQGLYLGXDO�JLUO�RU�
ZRPDQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�GLYLGLQJ�ZRPHQ�DV�D�JURXS�

� 7KH� YLUJLQ�ZKRUH� GLFKRWRP\� KDV� WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�ERXQGDULHV�IRU�ZRPHQ
V�VH[XDO�IUHHGRP��
RU�ZKDW�JLUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�GR�VH[XDOO\��
:H
UH� DOO� H[SHFWHG� WR� ZDON� RQ� D� WLJKWURSH� EHWZHHQ�
WKHVH�ERXQGDULHV��\RX
UH�VXSSRVHG�WR�KDYH�DQ�H[WUR�
YHUWHG�VH[�OLIH�¤�RWKHUZLVH�\RX
UH�§ERULQJ§�¤�EXW�LI�\RX�
GR� KDYH� RQH�� \RX� ULVN� EHLQJ� EUDQGHG� DV� D� §VOXW�
ZKRUH§�

� 0RVW�JLUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�WU\�WR�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKLV�DV�
PXFK�DV�ZH�FDQ��%XW��LQ�UHDOLW\��LW�GRHVQ
W�UHDOO\�PDWWHU�
ZKDW�D�JLUO�GRHV�¤�VKH�PLJKW�VWLOO�EH�FDOOHG�D�§ZKRUH§�
E\�DQ\�JX\�RU�PDQ�ZKR�IHHOV�OLNH�LW��(YHQ�D�JLUO�ZKR
V�
QHYHU� KDG� VH[� ZLWK� DQ\ERG\�PLJKW� VWLOO� EH� FDOOHG� D�
§ZKRUH§�

+OTVMUT���QPXFS

,QVXOWV�DUH�D�ZD\�RI�SXVKLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQWR�WKH�YLF�
WLP��*LUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�EHLQJ�FDOOHG�§ZKRUHV§�LV�W\SLFDO�
IRU�VH[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW��DW�KRPH��LQ�VFKRRO��DW�ZRUN�RU�
RXW�RQ�WRZQ��0HQ�XVH�WKH�VDPH�ZRUG�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�
SRUQ�RU�SURVWLWXWLRQ��ZKRUH��7R�D�VH[�SHUSHWUDWRU�WKLV�

7
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LQVXOW�RIWHQ�ZRUNV�DV�D�ZD\�RI�MXVWLI\LQJ�KLV�VXSHULRU�
LW\�DQG�KLV� VH[XDOL]HG�YLROHQFH�¤� MXVW�DV� UDFLVW� VOXUV�
MXVWLI\�UDFLVW�YLROHQFH�

$FJOH�B�WJDUJN

%XW� LQ� WRGD\
V� IUDJPHQWLILHG� VRFLHW\� ZKLFK� RQO\�
FRQFHUQV�LWVHOI�DERXW�LQGLYLGXDOV��LW
V�RI�FRXUVH�KDUGHU�
WR�VHH�VXFK�SDWWHUQV�

� 2Q�WRS�RI�WKDW��WKHUH
V�DOVR�WKH�P\WK�DERXW�YLFWLPV��
%HLQJ�D�YLFWLP�WRGD\�LV�RIWHQ�GHSLFWHG�DV�WKH�RSSRVLWH�
RI�EHLQJ�VWURQJ�DQG�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKLQJV��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�
PDQ\� QRW� ZDQWLQJ� WR� VHH� RSSUHVVLRQ� ¤� LQ� RUGHU� WR�
DYRLG�EHLQJ�VHHQ�DV�D��KHOSOHVV��YLFWLP�

� %XW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�EHLQJ�D�YLFWLP�LV�EHLQJ�D�SHU�
SHWUDWRU��7DONLQJ�DERXW�YLFWLPV�PHDQV�WKDW�RSSUHV�
VLRQ� LV� LQYROYHG�� ,W� GRHVQ
W� VD\�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�ZKDW�
WKH�YLFWLP�LV�OLNH��YLFWLPV�FDQ�EH�VXIIHULQJ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�
GHJUHHV��YLFWLPV�FDQ�EH�VWURQJ�RU�ZHDN��RIWHQ�ERWK�DW�
WKH�VDPH�WLPH���DQG�GULYHQ�SHRSOH�PDNLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�
FKRLFHV��%HLQJ�D�YLFWLP�LV�QRW�D�SHUVRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�
LVWLF�

5USPOH�BOE�XFBL�BU�UIF�TBNF�UJNF

$V� WKH� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� ZDV� JURZLQJ� GXULQJ� WKH� ��WK�
FHQWXU\�� LW� ZDV� QDWXUDO� IRU� WKHP� WR� LGHQWLI\� WKHP�
VHOYHV� DV�YLFWLPV� RI� RSSUHVVLRQ�� 7KH� YHU\� IDFW� WKDW�
\RX�ZHUH�D�YLFWLP�ZDV�ZKDW�JDYH�\RX�WKH�VWUHQJWK�WR�
SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�RSSUHVVLRQ�

� %DFN�WKHQ��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FRQWUDGLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
EHLQJ�D�YLFWLP�DQG�EHLQJ�D�VWURQJ��VWUXJJOLQJ�SHUVRQ��
7KH\� WKRXJKW� RI� LW� WKH� RWKHU� ZD\� DURXQG�� WKH� RQH�
GDQFLQJ�WKURXJK�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�WURXEOH�GRHVQ
W�KDYH�
WR�ILJKW�DQG�EH�VWURQJ��,W
V�XV�¤�WKH�YLFWLPV�¤�ZKR�DUH�
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� VWURQJ� DQG� ZHDN�� YXOQHUDEOH� DQG�
GULYHQ�DQG�DOZD\V�VWUXJJOLQJ�

� 7KH�RQHV�EHQHILWLQJ�RII�WKH�YLFWLP�P\WK�DUH�WKRVH�
ZKR�EHQHILW�RII�FRQWLQXHG�RSSUHVVLRQ�
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6JG�QPN[�RTQDNGO�YKVJ�RTQUVKVW�
VKQP�KU�VJCV�KV	U�UGGP�CU�DCF�

f only it was that easy! I heard this comparison to 
begging: Begging and prostitution are old phe-
nomena, stemming from an unequal society. #ey're 

based on the di$erence between women and men, 
and between poor and rich. Power and subordination. 
You still might %nd a ”happy beggar” who doesn't beg 
out of necessity but to ”get out a bit” and ”earn some 
on the side”, but that doesn't change begging in itself. 
Begging makes inequality visible and that's why it's 
humiliating for the beggar. Just like with prostitution. 
Shame is put on the victim, no matter what she or he 
is called.

+H�VJG�UVKIOC�QH�VJG�YJQTG�YCU�
TGOQXGF��RTQUVKVWVKQP�YQWNFP	V�DG�

C�RTQDNGO�
o, that's not how it works. #e stigma on ”the 
whore”is typical of most kinds of oppression 

– putting responsibility on the oppressed. 
”Shame is glued onto the victims” –that's the begin-
ning of a poem by Kjersti Ericsson about rising against 
oppression. Blame the victim. Otherwise we might 
see the perpetrator, and what's actually happening.
 Prostitution also originates in a puritanical* view of 
sexuality, connecting sex with dirtiness, shame and 

��.

��.

0

* Puritanical = advocating sexual ”purity”. Opposing openness 
about sexuality. Sometimes used as a synonym for ”sex-negative”.

+
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guilt. Porn and prostitution need puritanism, in order 
to construct ideas of crossing boundaries. Many 
prostitution perpetrator also seek out prostitution 
because they view it as shameful/dirty sexuality.
 #at's why prostitution glamorizer's talk of the only 
problem with prostitution being the stigma isn't right. 
As long as the oppression continues, the stigma will 
stay.
 And we don't ”just” mean oppression in the form of 
prostitution, because as long oppression in the form 
of dividing women into ”virgins and whores” still exists, 
so will the stigma.

+H�RTQUVKVWVKQP�YCU�UGGP�CU�YQTM��
VJG�UVKIOC�YQWNF�IQ�CYC[�

r not...! In the Netherlands, Germany, parts of 
Australia, and Nevada in the States, where 

prostitution is already viewed as ”sex work”, 
women in prostitution are still just as stigmatized as 
they are here.
 #e ones not getting stigmatized there are instead 
the perpetrators – pimps/brothel owners and buyers 
– who now have been turned into respectable ”business 
men” and their ”clients”.

(GOKPKUVU�CTG�XKEVKOK\KPI�
RTQUVKVWVGU�

o, we're not. #ere's a di$erence between sexual 
oppression and making that oppression visible. 

What feminists do is making it clear what pros-

�ʢ.

1

0

��.



46 Stigmatisation of the Victim – Virgin/Whore

titution is, who bene%ts from it, that prostitution is a 
part of a societal pattern and not just ”an agreement 
between two individuals” etc.

,)�<28�7+,1.� feminists are ”victimizing” women, 
you don't know a whole lot about feminism. #ink 
about it for a while. Feminists work against oppres-
sion. We work in shelters for girls and women, sup-
port groups, feminist self-defense, and we work for 
political change – what feminists do is supporting 
each other so that we can change our conditions, so 
that girls and women won't have to be victims of 
patriarchal oppression any longer!

$/62��7+$7�6281'6�/,.( you think prostituted 
women are ”others” – what makes you think prosti-
tuted women can't be feminists? #ere are many with 
own experiences of prostitution among feminists 
working against prostitution.

5JG�KUP	V�+	O�PQV�VJG�XKEVKO�V[RG�
o, of course you're not ”the victim type”, 'cause 
that's just a myth – being a victim is no per-
sonal characteristic. But if you put it like that, 

you risk denying oppression instead.
 #at's why it's so important to disclose the victim 
myth. #ere are few completely helpless victims, 
despite what rape culture in the media keeps telling 
us. In real life, us girls and women do what we can to 
survive in a society created by men, for men. Even if 
we su$er repeated abuse during a longer period of 
time, like incest or battery, we do what we can to 
avoid abuse as much as possible – we're victims and 

0
��.
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survivors at the same time.*
 So there's no ”victim type” – it's a myth created by 
oppressors to avoid responsibility.
* (SWE) Bortom o$er eller överlevare. Sexuellt våld, identitet och 
feministisk teori och praktik. Liz Kelly, Sheila Burton and Linda 
Reagan in Sexuella övergrepp mot kvinnor och !ickor, ROKS 
1997.

4GHWUG�VQ�DG�ECNNGF�C�YJQTG�
1T�VJG�QRRQUKVG��+�GPLQ[�DGKPI�C�UNWV�

CPF�+�FQ�YJCV�+�YCPV�

ou know, I get why someone being called ”whore” 
in school, or something similar, might want to 

raise a parole like ”refuse to be called a whore”. But 
that's letting yourself get tricked. First of all, it sounds 
like you distance yourself from prostituted women, 
and second, men can still judge women's sexuality –
as long as the division in itself still exists.

$1'�685(��(1-2<,1*�%(,1*�$�6/87 might feel 
like a way to take the edge o$ the insults and allowing 
yourself to do what you want. But the virgin and the 
whore is a pair of opposites – one can't exist without 
the other. So in practice, calling yourself a ”slut” 
doesn't mean you're enjoying your sexuality, but the 
exact opposite – it's agreeing to de%ne yourself based 
on the puritanical, patriarchal views of sexuality that 
are dividing women.

,
'� 35()(5 refusing all patriarchal divisions of 
women: there are no whores and no virgins – we're all 
girls/women and we de%ne our sex lives just the way 
we want!

��.
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�o�XIBU�T�UIBU�BCPVU 
KHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�TXHVWLRQ�SRUQRJUDSK\�RU�SURVWLWX�
WLRQ��\RX�TXLFNO\�OHDUQ�WR�EH�PHW�ZLWK�UHVSRQVHV�

OLNH�§$UH�\RX�D�PRUDOLVW"�§

� 6XFK� UHSOLHV� DUH� VLPSO\� JLYHQ� WR� PDNH� \RX� VHHP�
ROG�IDVKLRQHG� DQG� UHDFWLRQDU\�� ZDQWLQJ� WR� VLOHQFH�
\RX� ZLWKRXW� KDYLQJ� WR� GLVFXVV� ZKDW� \RX
UH� DFWXDOO\�
VD\LQJ��

2FSTPOBM�BOE�TPDJFUBM

,Q� IDFW�� RXU� §PRUDOV§� DUH�QRWKLQJ�EXW� WKH� YDOXHV�ZH�
EDVH�RXU� WKRXJKWV�DQG�DFWLRQV�RQ��(DFK�RI�XV�KDYH�
RXU� RZQ��SHUVRQDO�PRUDOV� DQG� RXU� RZQ� YDOXHV�� %H�
VLGHV�WKDW��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�VRFLHWDO�PRUDOV��RU�JHQHUDO�
PRUDOV��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�WKH�YDOXHV�ZKLFK�PRVW�SHRSOH�LQ�
D� VRFLHW\� VKDUH� �RU� ZKLFK� LW� VHHPV�PRVW� FDQ� DJUHH�
RQ���7KDW
V�ZK\�VRFLHWDO�PRUDOV�KDYH�YDULHG�VR�PXFK�
LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLHWLHV��FXOWXUHV�DQG�DJHV�

5FYVBM�NPSBMT

7KLV� LV� DOO� SUHWW\� REYLRXV�� %XW� IRU� VRPH� UHDVRQ�� LW�
VHHPV�OLNH�PDQ\�IRUJHW�WKLV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�PRUDOV�
DERXW�VH[XDOLW\��%XW�ZK\�ZRXOG�VH[XDOLW\�EH�WKH�RQO\�
DUHD�ZLWKRXW�YDOXHV"

� 6H[XDO� PRUDOV� DUH� DFWXDOO\� D� FROOHFWLYH� WHUP� IRU�
YDOXHV� UHODWHG� WR� VH[XDOLW\� ¤� SHUVRQDO� RU� VRFLHWDO� ¤�
ZKLFK� FDQ� EH� §OLEHUDWHG§� RU� §VH[� QHJDWLYH§� RU� DQ\�
WKLQJ�DW�DOO�

� 6R� UHDOO\�� DQ\RQH� ZKR� SXWV� IRUZDUG� DQ� RSLQLRQ�
DERXW� KRZ� SHRSOH� VKRXOG� UHODWH� WR� VRPHWKLQJ� LV� D�
§PRUDOLVW§��$QG�D� ORW�RI�SHRSOH�GR�WKDW�¤�HYHQ�WKRVH�

:
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ZKR�GLVPLVV�RWKHUV�DV�PRUDOLVWV���

� 7KH�6ZHGLVK�KLVWRULDQ�+M|UGLV�/HYLQ�ZURWH�WKH�IRO�
ORZLQJ�LQ�KHU�ERRN�DERXW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�VH[XDO�PRUDO�
LW\�LQ�VRFLHW\��§1R�RQH�WKRXJKW�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�GLVPLVV�
LQJ�DOO�PRUDOL]LQJ�ZDV�DQRWKHU�D�IRUP�RI�PRUDOL]LQJ§�

� :KDW
V�JRRG�DERXW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�PRUDOV�DUH�
LV� UHDOL]LQJ� WKDW� QHLWKHU� RXU� RZQ� QRU� RXU� VRFLHWDO�
PRUDOV�KDYH�WR�EH�IL[HG�DQG�SHUPDQHQW��(DFK�RI�XV�
FDQ� FKDQJH� RXU� YDOXHV��$QG� VRFLHWDO� YDOXHV� FDQ� EH�
FKDQJHG� LQ� WKH�VDPH�ZD\�¤� WKDW
V�ZK\�ZH�NHHS�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�JRLQJ�

* (SWE) Testiklarnas herravälde. Sexualmoralens historia, by 
Hjördis Levin. Natur och Kultur, 1989.

$GKPI�CICKPUV�RTQUVKVWVKQP�KU�LWUV�
OQTCNK\CVKQP�ŉ�[QW	TG�C�OQTCNKUV�

es, of course I have opinions and values – about a 
lot of things actually. Especially about oppression. 

Don't you?

:+$7
6�:521* with morals all of a sudden? I'm 
against lots of things out of moral reasons: animal 
cruelty, child abuse, exploitation, etc.

,)� $1<7+,1* stands for old-fashioned morals, 
wouldn't that be prostitution? #at view of sex re&ects 
old societal structures, where the woman was ”owned” 
by her man. Both purchased sex and marital sex was 
about the woman having to adjust herself and letting 
the lord and master command what to do. No way 
I'm okay with such an old-fashioned and misogynist 
view of sexuality!

;
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9JCV�VYQ�CFWNVU�FQ�KP�DGF�KU�PQPG�
QH�VJG�IQXGTPOGPV	U�DWUKPGUU�
f course it is! #at's why we have laws against 
battery of wives, and that's why rape – includ-

ing marital rape – is forbidden in Sweden.
 Men's sexualized violence against women is all 
around us, in many di$erent forms, but it's usually at 
home – and o!en right in the bedroom – that girls 
and women su$er sexualized violence by men.

6JQUG�YJQ�QRRQUG�RQTPQITCRJ[�
CPF�RTQUVKVWVKQP�RNC[�TKIJV�KP�VJG�

JCPFU�QH�VJG�%JTKUVKCP�TKIJV�
o, it's the other way around! Many studies 
(Swedish as well as international) show that 

prostitution perpetrators consume more porno-
graphy than others. And one American study shows 
that the more religious and conservative a man is, the 
more likely he is to buy Internet porn. Men in the Mor-
mon state of Utah bought the most Internet porn.*
 So it's actually the porn & prostitution industry 
that has a lot in common with the Christian right: 
they're grounded in puritanism and double stand-
ards, and on the idea that sex is supposed to be on 
men's conditions.
 We feminists are opposed to this view of sexuality  

0

1

* Markets Red Light States: Who Buys Online Adult Entertainment? by 
Benjamin Edelman, in Journal of Economic Perspectives, issue 1/2009.

��.
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– no matter if it's the version of the Christian right or 
prostitution glamorizers.

0QY�[QW	TG�LWUV�RWUJKPI�[QWT�
OQTCNU�QPVQ�OG�

f course I'd want you and everyone else to think 
that no one should buy other people! #at's 

about basic human values.
 But I don't want to push anything onto you. What's 
important to me is not what your – or any other indi-
vidual's – opinions are. But I de%nitely claim the right 
to %ght for a society that takes a stand against slavery 
in all its forms, and where women count as people – 
with human rights.

#P[QPG�QRRQUKPI�RTQUVKVWVKQP�
YCPVU�VQ�NKOKV�UGZWCNKV[�

ot at all! If we ignore everything that prostitu-
tion actually is (though that's of course not pos-

sible) and only look at the ”sex” itself – is there 
any more limited sex than prostitution? For me, bought 
sex is both inhibited and dull. What could be more 
boring and limited than sex with zero freedom and 
spontaneity; being nothing but what the man has 
ordered and paid for, money in advance, and that's it?

,
0�$*$,167�35267,787,21 for many reason, one 
being that I don't like the idea of commercialism taking 
over even human sexuality. I like spontaneous sex!

0

��.
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$
�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�PLJKW�LQVWLQFWLYHO\�WKLQN�WKDW�VH[X�
DOLW\�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�SXUHO\�ELRORJLFDO��%XW�DFWXDOO\��

RQO\�RXU� VH[�GULYH� LV�ELRORJLFDO� ¤�RXU� VH[XDO� DFWLRQV��
RXU�OXVWV��GHVLUHV�DQG�WXUQ�RQV��DUH�VKDSHG�DV�ZH�JR��
ERWK�E\�RXU�PHPRULHV�RI�HDUOLHU�VH[XDO�H[SHULHQFHV��
DQG�E\�WKH�WLPH�DQG�ZRUOG�ZH�OLYH�LQ�

� 7KDW
V�ZK\�PDQ\�VD\�WKDW�VH[XDOLW\�LV�D�§VRFLDO�FRQ�
VWUXFWLRQ§��6DGO\�PDQ\�VWRS�WKHUH�¤�D�ORW�IHZHU�VWDUW�
WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZKR�LV�§FRQVWUXFWLQJ§�VH[��DQG�KRZ�

9F�MBDL�XPSET

6H[XDO� OLEHUDOV� RIWHQ� WDON� DERXW� VH[� DV� VRPHWKLQJ�
DOWRJHWKHU�SRVLWLYH��%XW�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�KDUG�WR�XQGHU�
VWDQG�DFWV�RI�VH[XDOL]HG�SRZHU��VXFK�DV�JUDGXDO�RYHU�
VWHSSLQJ�RI�ERXQGDULHV��ZKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�DW�ILUVW�
IHHOV�SRVLWLYH�PLJKW�WXUQ�LQWR�YLRODWLRQ�E\�JX\V�PHQ�
ZKR�DUH�FORVH�WR�\RX��1HLWKHU�DUH�WKHUH�DQ\�ZRUGV�IRU�
QHJDWLYH� VH[XDO� DURXVDO��ZKLFK�FDQ�PDNH�DQ�DVVDXOW�
KLW� HYHQ� KDUGHU�� LI� WKH� SHUSHWUDWRU� PDGH� \RX� UHDFW�
VH[XDOO\�WR�WKH�DVVDXOW�

� 7KDW
V�ZK\� LW
V� LPSRUWDQW�WR�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�SXUL�
WDQLVP��ZKLFK�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�6ZHGHQ�DV�SRUQ�KDV�
JRWWHQ�PRUH�ZLGHVSUHDG��:H�QHHG�WR�ILQG�ZRUGV�IRU�DOO�
RXU� VH[XDO� IHHOLQJ� ¤� SRVLWLYH� DQG� QHJDWLYH� ¤� VLQFH�
SXWWLQJ�ZRUGV� WR�RXU�H[SHULHQFHV�DOVR�KHOSV�XV�XQ�
GHUVWDQG�WKHP�

6IF�KPVSOFZ�JO�PVS�PXO�TFYVBMJUZ

6H[XDOLW\�FDQ�EH�VXFK�D�VWURQJ�DQG�SRZHUIXO�IRUFH�LQ�
RXU� OLYHV�� ,W� FDQ� JLYH� \RX� HQHUJ\� DQG� VWUHQJWK��
SOHDVXUH� DQG� OXVW�� PDNH� \RXU� ERG\� DQG� VRXO� HQMR\�
WKHPVHOYHV��PDNH�\RX�VOHHS�ZHOO�DQG�HQDEOH�\RX�WR�GR�
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ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW� WR�GR��%XW� LW� FDQ�DOVR�EH�GHVWUXFWLYH�
DQG�KXUW�\RX��2U�MXVW�EH�D�\DZQ�ZRUWK\�LQ�EHWZHHQ��
$QG�LW�FDQ�DOVR�EH�XVHG�E\�RWKHUV�

� 7KLV�PDNHV�LW�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�RXU�
RZQ�VH[XDOLW\��:K\�LW�LV�OLNH�LW�LV��DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�
WKDW
V�WKH�ZD\�,�ZDQW�LW�

2PXFS�BOE�TVCPSEJOBUJPO�BT�UVSO�POT

7KH�VH[XDO�QRUP�RI�RXU�VRFLHW\� LV�KHWHURVH[XDO��%XW�
QR�PDWWHU� LI�ZH� VHH�RXUVHOYHV�DV�KHWHUR���KRPR��RU�
ELVH[XDO�ZH�DOO� OHDUQ�WR�JHW�WXUQHG�RQ�E\�DQ� LGHD�RI�
RSSRVLWHV��$OO�JHQGHU�QRUPV��HYHU\WKLQJ�SRUWUD\HG�DV�
IHPLQLQH�RU�PDVFXOLQH�� LV� VH[XDOL]HG� ¤� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�
GLIIHUHQW�GHJUHHV�RI�SRZHU� LQ�VRFLHW\�� ,Q�SDWULDUFK\��
KHWHURVH[XDO�PHQ
V�SRVLWLRQ�RI�SRZHU� LV�ZRYHQ� LQWR�
WKH�EDVLF�YLHZ�RI�ZKDW�§VH[§�LV�

� *X\V�DUH�ERUQ�LQWR�D�VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�WKH\�OHDUQ�WKDW�
VH[� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU� GULYHV� DQG� WKHLU� QHHGV��ZKLOH�
JLUOV� OHDUQ� WR� VHH� RXU� ERGLHV� DV� VRPHWKLQJ� WR� EH�
IRUPHG�WR�DZDNHQ�D�JX\
V�VH[XDOLW\�¤�L�H�IRU�VRPHRQH�
HOVH��+H�LV�WUDLQHG�WR�EH�D�VXEMHFW��VKH�WR�EH�DQ�REMHFW�

� 5LJKW�QRZ�ZH�DOVR� OLYH� LQ�D�ZRUOG�JHWWLQJ� LQFUHDV�
LQJO\�FRPPHUFLDOL]HG��WKLV�LQFOXGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EH�
WZHHQ� SHRSOH�� (YHQ� KHDOWK� FDUH� DQG� WUHDWPHQW� DUH�
QRZ�EHLQJ�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�§JRRGV�DQG�VHUYLFHV§�

� 2I�FRXUVH�WKLV�DOVR�DIIHFWV�VH[XDOLW\��VR�WKDW�DV�ZHOO�
LV�VHHQ�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�§FRQVXPHG§��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�DV�D�VH[XDO�PHHWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�¤�RI�VKRUW�RU�
ORQJ�GXUDWLRQ�

2SPTUJUVUJPO

,Q� D� VRFLHW\� ZLWK� VXFK� D� SDWULDUFKDO� WUHQG� RI� FRQ�
VXPSWLRQ�� SURVWLWXWLRQ�KDV� D� JLYHQ�SODFH��7KH�PRUH�
WKH�IHPDOH�ERG\�LV�REMHFWLILHG��WKH�PRUH�LW�WXUQV�LQWR�
§JRRGV§��$QG�D�ERG\�WKDW�FDQ�EH�VROG�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�
EX\HU��
� 7KLV�LV�ZK\�IHPLQLVWV�WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\�KDYH�RS�
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��.

/GP�IQ�VQ�RTQUVKVWVGU�DGECWUG�
VJG[�YCPV�C�YQOCP�YJQ�GPLQ[U�

JCXKPI�UGZ�
ope. It's a total oxymoron to claim that men 
buy prostituted women to %nd someone who 
really wants to have sex with them. If a man 

would want to be sure to %nd a woman to ”enjoys 
having sex”, he would never pay for it. He would look 
for a woman who does it because she wants to, not 
because she's paid for it.

6JQUG�YJQ�QRRQUG�RTQUVKVWVKQP�
CNYC[U�OCMG�KV�UQWPFU�NKMG�UGZ�
CNYC[U�JCXG�VQ�DG�UQOGVJKPI�
PKEG��CU�KH�KV�YCU�ŏOCIKECNŏ�


ŗ��'XGP�VJQWIJ�KV	U�LWUV�CP�CEV�NKMG�CP[�QVJGT�

o, I don't think sex in itself is something mag-
ical (except for when it is!     ). But neither is it 
just an act like any other. Our sexuality is an 

interwoven part of our personality. Seeing yourself as 
homo- hetero- or bisexual or something else o!en 
plays some part in your identity, for example.
 Our sexuality, turn-ons or turn-o$s, includes our 
memories of earlier sexual experiences as we have 

��.

0

0

SRVHG�SURVWLWXWLRQ��REMHFWLILFDWLRQ��WKH�VH[XDO�QRUPV�
RI�SDWULDUFK\��DQG�VWUXJJOHG�IRU�ZRPHQ
V�ULJKWV�WR�RXU�
RZQ�VH[XDOLW\�
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them. We weave our sexual experiences into our per-
sonality – no matter how memorable or forgettable 
those experiences might be.
 But you can't get around sexuality being a part of 
our personality.

+H�UJG�NKMGU�UGZ��CPF�YCPVU�VQ�GCTP�
OQPG[�HTQO�KV��YJCV	U�VJG�RTQDNGO!

omen's sexuality is not just about satisfying 
men – even if you as a prostituted woman 

might pretend that when faced with the john. 
Good sex on equal terms is about mutual lust, no 
matter if it's with a stranger or with someone you've 
lived with for over 30 years. Prostitution, on the other 
hand, is only about the ”sex” which the man orders 
and pays for – no matter who she is or what she does 
or does not want.
 #at's the problem. Prostitution is sexual abuse, 
mostly by men using women. As a feminist, I oppose 
that!

9JCV	U�VJG�FKHHGTGPEG�DGVYGGP�
RTQUVKVWVKQP�CPF�C�EQWRNG�VCMKPI�
KV�VQ�VJG�DGFTQQO�CHVGT�VJG�IW[�
VTGCVKPI�JGT�VQ�FTKPMU�CNN�PKIJV!

ith that question, you deny women having a 
sexuality of our own. It seems like you think 

women don't have a lust of our own, instead 

��.

��.

9

9
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becoming accessible to the desires of guys and men, 
given that he pays for it – in cash or drinks.
 #e Swedish journalist Annika N. Lindqvist put it 
like this:

 Prostitution (which in most cases consists of men 
buying women's bodies) builds upon stale old mora-
lism and a denial of women's own sexuality.
 A society with widespread prostitution isn't for us 
who do it gladly and for free with someone of our 
own choosing.*

+H�[QW�QRRQUG�RTQUVKVWVKQP��
[QW�QRRQUG�UGZ�

o, quite the opposite! If you like sex you 
should oppose prostitution. So we say as the 
Swedish author Louise Eek says:

 It's not considered edgy or hip to oppose prostitu-
tion as a phenomenon. It's a bit cooler to promote 
people selling access to their bodies. Me, I'm against 
exploitation, conscious or not. I also don't like cash-
ing in on humanity. I prefer making love, fucking 
our brains out, having sex o%en or rarely, but doing 
it because we really want to – not because you're 
paid to satisfy the needs of someone else.*

* (SWE) För prostituerade, mot prostitution. Op-ed article from 
the magazine Arbetaren, issue 33/2002.

0
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n this booklet we've tried to give replies to the 
most common arguments we've heard about pros-
titution. But to wrap it up we'd like to take this the 

other way around: our own reasons to oppose prostitu-
tion, and support the Swedish law of prohibiting prosti-
tution purchases.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ� LV� VH[XDOL]HG�SRZHU� Power based 
on gender, power based on class, power based on 
ethnicity, etc.

��� 7KH� EDVLV� IRU� SURVWLWXWLRQ� LV� VH[XDO� DEXVH� RI�
FKLOGUHQ� #e majority of all who are bought in 
prostitution have su$ered other forms of sexual 
abuse before entering prostitution, and the debut 
age of prostitution is o!en around 14 years.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ�KXUWV�ZRPHQ��Women in prostitu-
tion su$er sexualized violence, and risk disease 
and psychological traumas. Additionally, all wom-
en are hurt by the idea of women being sexually 
subordinated and available for purchase.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ� LV� D�PHWKRG� RI� RSSUHVVLRQ� Men 
buy access to women and shame those being used. 
At the same time, the freedom of all girls and 
women is limited by the ”virgin/whore” dichoto-
my.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ� LV� LPSHULDOLVP��Western men rape 
women and children of the third world – some 
men travelling there, others buying victims of 
human tra"cking at home. Neither is it a coinci-
dence that so many women being used in prosti-

,
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Good Luck!
P.S. Hope you'll join the Feminst Movement now!

tution in, for example, Canada, South America, 
New Zealand and Africa belong to the native pop-
ulations of those countries.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ�VWHDOV�ZRPHQ
V�ULJKW�WR�RXU�ERGLHV� 
Boys learn that they are entitled to sex and to 
women's bodies, while girls learn to shape their 
bodies to something guys are turned on by. Men 
are expected to be subjects, women are expected 
to be objects.

��� (TXDOLW\�FDQ
W�EH�DFKLHYHG�DV�ORQJ�D�PHQ�FDQ�
EX\�ZRPHQ� A sexualization of patriarchal power 
structures is the opposite of equality.

��� 3URVWLWXWLRQ� VDERWDJHV� D� VH[XDOLW\� EDVHG� RQ�
OXVW� Prostitution is a part of the objecti%cation of 
women and the commercialization/rei%cation of 
sex.

��� &ULPLQDOL]LQJ�SURVWLWXWHG�ZRPHQ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�
VDPH�DV�PDNLQJ�LW�LOOHJDO�WR�EH�D�YLFWLP�RI�VH[�
XDOL]HG�YLROHQFH�

����1RW�FULPLQDOL]LQJ�SURVWLWXWLRQ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�LV�
DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�RSSUHVVLRQ�GHVFULEHG�KHUH�
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