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Press Release and Petition  
August 5, 2015 
Contact: Melissa Farley, Ph.D., 415-922-4555 <mfarley@prostitutionresearch.com> 
Prostitution Research & Education, San Francisco 
 
153 scholars and researchers from19 countries join in making the following statement 
regarding prostitution policy and the proposal by Amnesty International to decriminalize 
prostitution. 
 
We are scholars and researchers who support the Nordic model law on prostitution 
that 1) decriminalizes the person in prostitution, 2) provides that person with exit 
support and services, and that 3) criminalizes pimps, traffickers, and sex 
buyers. The Nordic law results in decreased trafficking. 
 
In light of the documented psychological and physical harms caused by the sex 
trade, we oppose the proposed policy of Amnesty International, which would 
decriminalize pimps and sex buyers, and which fails to offer alternatives to 
prostitution. This policy would promote and expand the sex trade and has been 
shown to be associated with increased trafficking and increased prostitution of 
children and vulnerable adults based on race/ethnicity, sex, and poverty.   

Signed, 
 
Veronica D. Abney, Ph.D., Co-President of the Institute for Contemporary 
Psychoanalysis, Los Angeles, Clinical Social worker and Psychoanalyst in Private 
Practice, Los Angeles,  APSAC former President  USA 
 
Esohe Aghatise, PhD, Anti Trafficking Manager Equality Now, Visiting lecturer, 
UNICRI and University of Turin, Italy 
 
Sophie Andar, Ed.D., Executive Director Culture Reframed, Boston, USA  
 
Cordelia Anderson, M.A., Founder/Director Sensibilities Prevention Services, Minnesota, 
USA  
 
Harry Askitis, Diploma in Psychology, Psychotherapist, Hamburg, Germany 
 
Hildur Fjola Antonsdottir, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Sociology of Law, Lund 
University, Sweden  
 
Meg Baldwin, J.D., Executive Director, Refuge House, Inc.  Tallahassee, FL USA. 
  
Chloe Bardsley, BA Biology,  RN Psychology, Australia. 
 
Linda L. Barnes, Ph.D., MTS, MA, Professor, Department of Family Medicine, Boston 
University School of Medicine and Graduate Division of Religious Studies, Boston 
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University, Director, Master of Science Program in Medical Anthropology & Cross-
Cultural Practice, Division of Graduate Medical Sciences, Boston University School 
of Medicine, USA 
 
Kathleen Barry, Ph.D., Professor Emerita of Pennsylvania State University, Founder of 
CATW, Author, Female Sexual Slavery. 
 
Ann Bartow, Director of the Franklin Pierce Center for Intellectual Property and 
Professor of Law, University of New Hampshire School of Law, USA. 
 
Karen Bell, Ph.D., School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies, University of 
Bristol, UK. Author, "Developing Public Support for Human Rights in the UK," 
International Journal of Human Rights, 2014.  UK 
 
Dr. Janine Benedet, Professor of Law, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada 
 
Ciaran Benson, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Psychology, University College Dublin, 
Ireland. 
 
S. Megan Berthold, Ph.D., LCSW, Assistant Professor, University of Connecticut School 
of Social Work, USA 
 
Mary M. Brabeck, Ph.D., Professor of Applied Psychology and Dean Emerita of the 
Steinhardt School of Culture, Education and Human Development, New York 
University.  
 
Tara Brach, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist and author, Virginia, USA. 
 
Robert Brannon, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Psychology Department, Brooklyn College, 
National Organization for Men Against Sexism, USA 

John Briere, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Psychology, Keck School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California, Director, 
USC Adolescent Trauma Training Center,  National Child Traumatic Stress Network 
USA 
 
Yosef Brody Ph.D., President, Psychologists for Social Responsibility, USA. 
 
Laura S Brown Ph.D.,ABPP, Director Emerita Fremont Community Therapy Project, 
Seattle,WA USA 
  
Hermine Brzobohaty-Theuer, Psychologist, Austria.  
 
Susan I. Buckles, JD, LCSW, Clinical Social Worker with specialty in PTSD, including 
with former sex workers, WA USA 
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Eve B. Carlson, Ph.D., Psychologist, Past President of International Society for 
Traumatic Stress Studies, USA 
 
Stacy Cecchet, Ph.D., Forensic Psychology, Seattle University, WA, USA 
 
Firdes Ceylan, Psychotherapy practice, Germany. 
 
Karianne Chen, M.S, MFT, Private Practice, USA 
 
Youngsook Cho, M.A. Women's Studies, Chair, International Solidarity Center of United 
Korean Women's Association, Korea 
 
Catherine C. Classen, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Psychiatry, University of Toronto, 
Academic Leader, Trauma Therapy Program, Women's College Hospital, Director, 
Women's Mental Health Research Program, Women's College Research Institute, 
Women's College Hospital, Canada  
 
Ellen Cole, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, The Sage Colleges, Albany, NY, USA 
 
Jody Conophy, M.A., Columbia University, Human Rights with a Focus on Sex 
Trafficking of Minors, Culture Reframed USA 
 
Jon R. Conte, Ph.D., Professor, University of Washington, Seattle, USA, Joshua 
Children's Center Distinguished Scholar on Child Sexual Abuse 
 
Sharon W. Cooper, M.D., FAAP, Developmental and Forensic Pediatrics, Adjunct 
Professor of Pediatrics, School of Medicine, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
USA 
  
Youngbee Dale, M.A., International Politics, Research Associate, Prostitution Research 
& Education, USA 
 
Carmen Davis, Ph.D., Psychologist, Oregon USA  
 
Michelle Madden Dempsey, J.D., LL.M., Ph.D., Professor of Law and Associate Dean 
for Faculty Research, Faculty Advisor, Villanova University School of Law Institute to 
Address Commercial Sexual Exploitation, USA 
 
Anaïs Duong-Pedica, PhD Candidate in Sociology, University of York, UK 
 
Jean Enriquez, Executive Director, Coalition Against Trafficking in Women-Asia-
Pacific, Manila, Philippines 
 
Gail Dines, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology and Women's Studies, Chair, American 
Studies, Wheelock College, Boston, USA 
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Estelle Disch, Ph.D., Professor Emerita of Sociology, University of Massachusetts, 
Boston, USA 
   
Meghan Donevan, Masters student in Economics, Stockholm University, Master's student 
in Political Science, Uppsala University, Sweden 
 
Martin Dufresne, B.A., Sociology, editor of Le COUAC, affiliated with Zéromacho 
Québec, Canada 
 
Melissa Z. Dunn, B.S., Physics, USA 
 
Claudia Dziallas, Psychologist, Germany 
 
Gunilla S. Ekberg, feminist lawyer, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Glasgow School of 
Law, Scotland 
 
Kajsa Ekis Ekman, author, Being and Being Bought, Sweden 
  
Dr Elizabeth Evans, Lecturer in Politics, University of Bristol, UK 
 
Matthew B. Ezzell, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology & 
Anthropology, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA, USA 
 
Melissa Farley, Ph.D., Psychologist, Prostitution Research & Education, San Francisco, 
USA 
 
Victoria Follette, Ph.D., Professor, Psychology Department, University of Nevada, Reno, 
USA 
 
Sylvia Franke, M.Sc., Austrian Network for Traumatherapy (OENT), Association 
Hemayat, IFSW, Austria 

Wendy Freed, M.D., Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health, Board Member, 
Prostitution Research and Education, USA 
 
Colleen Friend, Ph.D., LCSW, Associate Professor, Chair, Social Work Hall of 
Distinction, Director, Child Abuse and Family Violence Institute, California State 
University, Department of Communication Disorders, Los Angeles, USA 
 
Eleanor Kennelly Gaetan, Ph.D, Legislative Adviser, Coalition Against Trafficking in 
Women, Washington, DC, USA 
 
Ran Gavrieli, M.A., Women and Gender Studies, Lecturer on Emotionally & Physically 
Safe Sex Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
Natacha Godbout, Ph.D, Psychologist, Professor, University of Quebec in Montreal, 
Montreal, Canada 
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Jacqueline M. Golding, Ph.D., Psychologist, University of California, San Francisco, 
USA 
 
María José Barahona Gomariz, Master of Social Work, Researcher and scholar in 
prostitution, Department of Social Work. Complutense University of Madrid, Spain 
 
Victor M. Goode, Associate Professor of Law, CUNY School of Law, New York, USA 
 
Susan Hawthorne, Ph.D., Political Science, Adjunct Professor, James Cook University, 
Australia 
 
Dr Grainne Healy, Dublin City University, Chairwoman of Marriage Equality, Ireland 
 
Chris Hedges, journalist, author, Wages of Rebellion: The Moral Imperative of Revolt 
(2015), USA. 
 
Judith Lewis Herman, M.D., Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School, USA 
 
Kaethe Morris Hoffer, J.D., Executive Director, Chicago Alliance Against Sexual 
Exploitation, USA 
 
Barbara Holzer-Titze, M.Phil., Psychologist, Trauma-psychotherapist, Austria  
 
Donald L. Hilton, Jr. M.D., FAANS, Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of 
Neurosurgery, University of Texas Health Sciences Center, San Antonio, USA 
 
Michaela Huber, Clinical Psychotherapist, Author, President of the German Society for 
the Study of Dissociation, Germany 
  
Donna M. Hughes, Ph.D., Gender & Women's Studies Program and Sociology & 
Anthropology, University of Rhode Island, USA 
 
Professor Sheila Jeffreys, Ph.D., School of Social and Political Sciences, University of 
Melbourne, Australia 
 
Robert Jensen, Ph.D., School of Journalism, University of Texas at Austin, USA 
 
Marion Jirsak, Social Worker and Consultant, Germany 

Professor Daphna Joel, Ph.D., Psychobiology Graduate Program in Psychology and Sagol 
School of Neuroscience, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
 
Helen Johnson, Ph.D., Criminology Lecturer, University of Kent/London South Bank, 
UK 
 
Lynette Jordan, MA, PGCE, MSC, Community Development & HE, Scotland/UK 
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Sabine Kallauch, Psychologist, Director of Herzwerk, Initiative for People in Prostitution, 
Diakonie, Austria 

Morgan King, B.A., Anthropology & International development, Certification in Family 
Therapy and Counselling, Australia 
 
Dr. Renate Klein, Ph.D. Biology, Social Sciences, Women's Studies, Associate Professor 
at Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia  
 
Dr. Inge Kleine, Kofra München, and Abolish Prostitution Now, Germany  
  
Dr. Ingeborg Kraus, Ph.D., Psychotraumatologist, Scientists for a World Without 
Prostitution, German Society for Trauma & Dissociation, German Society for 
Psychotraumatologie, Germany 
 
Bernd Kuck, Psychologist and Psychoanalyst, Germany 
 
Mary Anne Layden, Ph.D., Director, Sexual Trauma and Psychopathology Program, 
Center for Cognitive Therapy, Department of Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania, 
USA 
 
Renate Lechner, M.D., Psychiatrist and psychotherapist, Italy 
 
Sierra Lee-Brenner, MA, Counseling Psychology, MPS Creative Arts Therapies, Jungian 
and Trauma-based Psychotherapy, WA, USA 
 
Dorchen Leidholdt, J.D., Director of the Center for Battered Women's Legal Services at 
Sanctuary for Families, Adjunct Professor, Columbia Law School, New York, USA  
 
Susanne Leutner, Psychologist, Supervising Traumatologist, Vice president of EMDRIA, 
Bonn, Germany 

Richard J. Loewenstein, M.D., Medical Director, The Trauma Disorders Program. 
Sheppard Pratt Health System, Baltimore, USA 
 
Guadalupe Lopez, Minnesota Indian Women's Sexual Assault Coalition, USA 

 
Isla MacGregor, Researcher, Whistleblowers Tasmania, Australia 
 
Catharine A. MacKinnon (*), Elizabeth A. Long Professor of Law, University of 
Michigan, (Fmr.) Special Gender Adviser to the Prosecutor, International Criminal Court, 
(*affiliations for identification purposes only), USA 
 
Jan Macleod, Manager, Women`s Support Project, Scotland 
 
Linda MacDonald, M.Ed., BN, RN Persons Against Non-State Torture, Canada 
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Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge, Board Member, Coalition Against Trafficking in Women 
International and Board Member, Embrace Dignity, South Africa 
 
Margarethe Philipp, M.D., Senior Consultant, Inpatient Psychiatry, Germany 
 
Nicole Matthews, Executive Director, Minnesota Indian Women's Sexual Assault 
Coalition, USA 
 
Melanie McCarry, Ph.D., Connect Centre for International Research on Interpersonal 
Violence and Harm, University of Central Lancashire, UK 
 
Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson, Ph.D., Berlin, Germany 
 
Elana Newman, Ph.D., R. M., McFarlin Professor of Psychology, University of Tulsa, 
Acting Director of Clinical Psychology 2014-2015, Research Director, Dart Center for 
Journalism and Trauma, Co-Director, Tulsa Institute of Trauma, Adversity, and Injustice, 
University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA 
 
Anya Noble, pursuing MA in Eastern European Studies with a focus on Russian and 
Eastern European prostituted women in Germany, Passau University USA/Germany 
 
Caroline Norma, Ph.D., School of Global, Urban and Social Studies, RMIT University, 
Australia 
  
Monica O’Connor, Ph.D., Research Associate of University College Dublin, Ireland 
 
Courtney Paolicelli, University of Rhode Island, Class of 2016, USA 
 
Katja Paternoga, Dipl. Soz. Päd., Psychotherapy with Traumatized Children, Germany 
 
Alexandra Pelletier, M.Sc. in Communication and Politics, Université de Montréal, 
Canada 
 
Mary Pelton-Cooper, Psy.D., Professor of Psychology, Northern Michigan University, 
Psychologists for Social Responsibility, USA 
 
Vivian B. Pender M.D., Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Weill Cornell 
Medical College, NY, USA 
 
Bridget Penhale, M.Sc., Social Work Studies, University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK 
 
Margarethe Philipp, M.D., Senior Consultant, Psychiatry, Germany 

Dianne Post, International Human Rights Attorney, Phoenix, Arizona, USA 
 
Helen Pringle, Ph.D., School of Social Sciences, University of New South Wales, 
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Sydney, Australia 
 
Peter Qualliotine, Director of Men's Accountability, Organization for Prostitution 
Survivors, Seattle, USA 
 
Lori Queen, Ph.D., private practice, Oregon, USA 
 
Dr Kaye Quek, PhD, School of Social and Political Sciences, The University of 
Melbourne, Australia 
 
Rachel A Rahn, MSW, LICSW, CADC II, Clinician at Outpatient Substance Abuse 
Center, Affiliated with SPACE, MA, USA 
 
Norma Ramos, Esq., New York, USA 
 
Janice G. Raymond, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
USA 
 
Shea M. Rhodes, J.D., Director, Villanova University School of Law Institute to Address 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation, Pennsylvania, USA 
 
Lesley Rimmel, Core Faculty Member, Gender and Women's Studies, Oklahoma State 
University, USA 
 
Bärbel Rockstroh, Psychotherapy, Naturopathy, Germany 
 
Sebastian Rockstroh, Psychotherapy, Naturopathy, Germany 
 
Rudolph C. Rÿser, Ph.D., Chair of the Board of Directors, Center for World Indigenous 
Studies and Faculty in the School of Public Service Leadership, Capella University, USA 
 
Muriel Salmona, M.D. Psychiatrist specializing in traumatic stress. President of the 
Association of Traumatic Memory and Victimology, France 
 
Jeanne Sarson, M.Ed., B.ScN., R.N., Persons Against Non-State Torture, Canada 
 
Katharina Sass, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology, University of Bergen, Norway 
 
Melanie Shapiro, Esq., Immigration Attorney, Co-Founder Citizens Against Trafficking, 
USA 
 
Megan Schmidt, Psy.D., Licensed Clinical Psychologist, WA, USA 
 
Ute Schreckenberg, Social Work Diploma, Trauma-focused Therapy and Consultation, 
Germany  
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Harvey L. Schwartz, Ph.D., Author and Licensed Clinical Psychologist, California, USA 
 
Catherine Scott, M.D., University of Southern California, Keck School of Medicine, 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Los Angeles, CA, USA 
 
Randye J. Semple, Ph.D., University of Southern California, USA 
 
Solveig Senft, MA, artist and teacher, member of Terre des Femmes Germany and 
Abolition2014, Germany 
 
Marita Sicheneder, Child and Youth Psychotherapist, Germany 

John Stoltenberg, Author and Communications Consultant, USA 

Agnete Strøm, M.S, University of Bergen, International Coordinator, the Women’s Front 
of Norway 
 
Mary S. Stowell, Ph.D., Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Jungian Analyst, WA, USA   
 
Jenny Tonsing, Ph.D, Social Work, National University of Singapore 
 
Meagan Tyler, Ph.D., RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia 

Renate Uzun-Raming, Sociology Diploma, Women's Therapy Center, Munich, Germany. 
 
Yasmin Vafa, Esq., Co-founder and Director of Law and Policy, Human Rights Project 
for Girls, USA 
 
Joshua Velásquez, Clinical Psychology student, Bicentennial University of Aragua, 
Venezuela. 
 
Mondrian Graf von Luettichau, Social Work, Executive Director of Trauma Consultation 
Leipzig, Germany 

Max Waltman, Ph.D., Assistant Professor (Lektor), Department of Political Science, 
Stockholm University, Sweden 
 
Manuela Weinhoepl, M.Ed., Psychotherapist, Austria 
 
Nicole Westmarland, Ph.D., Professor of Criminology, Director of Durham University 
Centre for Research into Violence and Abuse, UK  
 
Rebecca Whisnant, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Director of Women's and Gender 
Studies, University of Dayton, Ohio, USA 
 
Allen Whitaker-Emrich, MA, Ph.D., Portland, Oregon, USA 
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Nancy Whitaker-Emrich, LMFT, Portland, Oregon, USA  
 
Paula Wilcox, Ph.D., Reader, Applied Social Studies, University of Brighton, UK 
 
Bronwyn Williams, Graduate Diploma, Legal Education, Graduate Diploma,  
Psychology, Attorney, Community Advocate, Masters candidate in Journalism, Media 
and Communications at University of Tasmania, Australia 
 
Barbara Winstead, Ph.D., Department of Psychology, Old Dominion University, 
Virginia, USA 
 
Ursula Wojciechowski, translator, Germany 

Shiva Yamini-Aiff, Child and Adolescent Psychotherapist, Germany 
 
Connie Young Yu, Historian, Chinese Historical Society of America, USA 

Eileen Zurbriggen, Ph.D., Department of Psychology, University of California, Santa 
Cruz, USA  
 
  


